Jason Brock’s Pride Flag Anthem Sparks Warriors Backlash
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A rainbow flag turned a pre-game anthem into a flashpoint at the Golden State Warriors’ Pride Night in San Francisco. Singer Jason Brock says the planned gesture was meant to honour LGBTQ+ people, not disrespect the song, but he received hundreds of critical messages after video of the performance spread online.
Key takeaways
The setting: Brock performed before the Warriors hosted the Miami Heat at Chase Center on 5 November 2026, during Pride Night.
The gesture: He raised a rainbow Pride flag while singing the anthem, at the word “proudly”.
The reaction: Brock told KTVU he received hundreds of negative messages, including accusations that he had ruined the anthem.
The explanation: He said the moment was planned and intended to embrace LGBTQ+ people, not show disrespect to the anthem.
The earlier performance: Brock also sang at the San Francisco Giants’ Pride event in 2024.
A Pride Night gesture becomes a talking point
The image is simple: a singer holding a note, a rainbow flag lifted above him, and an audience applauding. But Jason Brock’s performance before the Golden State Warriors faced the Miami Heat at Chase Center became a much bigger online argument after footage circulated.
The Warriors’ November fan guide confirms that the 5 November game was designated Pride Night, with a Pride-themed item offered to attendees. In that setting, Brock’s flag was part of a celebration of LGBTQ+ visibility, not an unexpected addition to an ordinary game night.
Brock says the gesture was planned
Speaking to KTVU, Brock said he had received hundreds of negative messages after the performance. Some critics accused him of ruining the anthem, the station reported.
Brock told KTVU that the gesture had been planned and rehearsed, and that the Warriors had asked him to repeat it after seeing his earlier performance at a Giants Pride event. He said his aim was to honour LGBTQ+ people, not to show disrespect to the anthem.
There was also speculation online about Warriors players seen smiling or laughing during the performance. Brock told KTVU he hadn’t been watching them and didn’t assume their expressions were about him. A brief facial expression can travel a long way online, but it doesn’t tell the whole story on its own.
This wasn’t Brock’s first Pride anthem
Brock had performed the national anthem at the San Francisco Giants’ Pride event in 2024. The San Francisco Bay Times reported that he sang at the celebration and emphasised the word “proudly”; it doesn’t say he waved a flag during that performance.
His official biography describes him as a San Francisco-based singer and an X Factor USA Top 12 finalist, and notes that he regularly sings the national anthem for the Giants. So the Warriors performance came from an experienced performer, rather than someone trying out an unfamiliar stage.
What the Warriors and NBA records confirm
The Warriors’ game preview and fan guide confirm the date, venue, Miami matchup and Pride-related activities. The NBA’s official game page also records the fixture and notes that the Warriors honoured Jason Collins on Pride Night.
Those records establish the setting, but they don’t cover Brock’s performance or the reaction to it. For those details, KTVU’s interview provides the direct account from the singer.
Pride at a game is more than a theme
There’s a difference between a Pride-themed item and a person expressing pride in front of the crowd. Brock’s explanation makes that distinction central: he said the flag was intended to honour LGBTQ+ people at an event organised around their visibility.
Viewers can have different opinions about how an anthem should be performed. But disliking a performance choice isn’t the same as showing that a flag insults a country. Brock’s gesture may have unsettled some people; it also made the meaning of Pride Night feel more immediate than a themed giveaway.
It’s a reminder that inclusion feels most real when people can take part visibly, not just watch from the stands.
Closing thought
A rainbow flag and the national anthem shared one stage; Brock says both belonged there.
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