Canberra’s Record-Breaking Bush Dance Supports LGBTQIA+ Tennis
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A lively Canberra bush dance brings hundreds together at Yarralumla Woolshed, while backing Pink Tennis Canberra, the country’s oldest LGBTQIA+ sports club. With a long history, affordable weekly sessions and community grants to support, this colourful night is more than a reason to dance: it helps keep an inclusive sporting space open to all.
A bush dance with a bigger purpose
The Canberra Bushdance pairs a packed dance floor with a practical purpose: fundraising for Pink Tennis Canberra. The club has welcomed LGBTQIA+ players since 1978, and proceeds help it keep tennis sessions affordable and support queer community initiatives. [2] [4] [6]
The event has grown from a modest party into a major gathering. Club president Geoff Dudley told Region the dance once sold about 100 tickets; this year, sales had passed 900. That's a lot of people learning the same steps under one roof. [2]
From a barn party to a Canberra tradition
The dance began in 1984, when friends involved with Pink Tennis decided a barn party sounded like a fine idea. More than four decades later, it remains an annual fixture at Yarralumla Woolshed, a venue with the rustic setting the occasion calls for. [2] [5]
The woolshed's outdoor space helps make room for the crowd, while Canberra's fondness for the outdoors gives the gathering a distinctly local feel. It's a reminder that community traditions don't need to be grand in origin to become part of a city's calendar. [2] [5]
What to expect on the dance floor
For the 2026 event, Eventbrite lists the Canberra Bushdance at Yarralumla Woolshed on 14 November. The evening is set to feature live music from Paverty Bush Band, with caller Rob guiding dancers through traditional group dances. [3]
Expect a colourful hall, plenty of movement and a friendly learning curve for anyone new to bush dancing. Food and drink are part of the plan too, with Jacko's Pizza and food trucks from the Harmonie German Club mentioned in the event details. [2] [3]
Affordable tennis, year-round
Pink Tennis Canberra offers sessions at North Woden Tennis Club and Turner Tennis Club. The club says its sessions cost $5 and run for more than three hours, making them an unusually accessible way to get out on court. [2] [4]
That affordability matters in a sport where court time and club fees can add up. The club has also shared more than $50,000 in community grants over the past 20 years, while fundraising now helps build towards its 50th anniversary in 2028. [2] [4]
A welcoming night worth backing
Pink Tennis Canberra's history sits within a broader effort to make sport safer and more welcoming for LGBTQIA+ people. The ACT's Capital of Equality strategy sets out a wider commitment to inclusion, while the club offers a local, practical example of community support in action. [4] [7]
If you're thinking of going, check the event listing for current ticket and access details, and consider whether you'll want to join the dancing or cheer from the sidelines first. Either way, your contribution helps support more than one lively night. [3]
It's a feel-good evening where every ticket can help keep the court doors open.
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