Best Queer Fiction Books to Add to Your Reading List
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Readers looking for the best queer fiction books have plenty to choose from, from romantic fantasy and sapphic horror to graphic novels and short stories. Book Riot’s century-so-far selection also reaches beyond fiction, bringing memoir, poetry and practical nonfiction into a varied reading list that reflects the breadth of queer writing today.
Essential takeaways
A broad mix: The selection includes fantasy, romance, horror, contemporary fiction, graphic novels and short stories.
More than fiction: Memoir, poetry, essays and family-focused guidance sit alongside novels.
Different queer perspectives: The titles span identities and experiences, including trans, nonbinary, lesbian, bisexual, asexual and aromantic lives.
A useful starting point: Pair a genre you already enjoy with a form you don't often read, such as poetry or a graphic novel.
Queer reading now stretches well beyond one genre
The list's appeal is its variety. A reader after a swoony love story can look to Georgia Beers's F/F romance Kaleidoscope, while fans of fantastical settings have options including Terry J. Benton-Walker's M/M romantasy The Drakon King and Lili Wilkinson's F/F romantasy Lavender and Hemlock. That's a lot of different reading moods under one queer-literature umbrella.
There are also stories with a sharper edge. Jenna Baner's Girls Walking With Wolves is described as an asexual and aromantic YA fantasy, while Courtney Gould's Until the Last Light Goes Out brings sapphic characters into YA horror. Book Riot's selection makes a useful reminder that queer books aren't a single shelf or tone. [2]
Short stories and graphic novels offer another way in
Not every reader wants to begin with a long novel. Sloane Murphy's Shut Up, I Love You, I'll Call You Tomorrow: Stories focuses on trans women, offering a collection format for readers who prefer to take stories one at a time. The book's publication listing is also available through Goodreads. [5]
Graphic novels provide a different kind of immediacy. Luck of the Draw by Christine Suggs is a queer YA graphic novel, while Grace Desmarais's Song for Medusa is a sapphic fantasy graphic novel. Their visual storytelling can make them an inviting change of pace, particularly if your reading pile is heavy on prose. [2]
Fantasy, romance and contemporary stories meet
Romance readers have more than one route into the list. Alongside Kaleidoscope, Michi Ichiho's M/M romance light novel When It Rains, It Pours is illustrated by Lala Takemiya. The range matters: queer romance can be a warm contemporary read, a light novel or part of a more elaborate fantasy world. [2]
For contemporary YA, K-Ming Chang's Straight to the Source is listed as F/F, while Talia Tucker's Ghosted is a bisexual and F/F YA fantasy. Those labels offer a quick guide to content and genre, but the more useful question is often simpler: are you in the mood for a grounded story, a supernatural turn or a richly imagined world? [2]
The list makes room for memoir, poetry and practical reading
The selection also widens the conversation beyond fiction. George M. Johnson's And If I Die Before I Wake: A Memoir is identified as a nonbinary memoir, while Pat Parker's collected work brings lesbian poetry into the mix. These are different reading experiences, but both show how personal voice and lived perspective can sit beside imaginative storytelling. [2]
For families seeking information, Tammy Plunkett's Gender-Affirming Care: A Guide for Families of Medically Transitioning Youth is a practical nonfiction title. Johns Hopkins University Press lists the book, making it a distinct choice from the novels and creative works elsewhere in the selection. [7]
How to choose your next queer book
Start with the kind of book you already enjoy, then follow the identity or theme that interests you. If you love romance, try a love story with a speculative setting; if you usually read fantasy, a queer graphic novel may be a satisfying change without asking you to abandon the worlds you like. The list includes plenty of ways to make that small leap. [2]
It's also worth checking the publisher's description before buying, especially if you're choosing for a young reader or looking for a particular theme. Reviews and book listings can help clarify format and audience; Publishers Weekly has a listing for Lucky Seed by Justinian Huang, while the Asian Review of Books has reviewed the novel. [3] [4]
A good queer reading list doesn't have to be read in order. Pick the book that fits your mood, and let the next one surprise you.
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