Temecula Church Vandalism: Pride Flags Stolen, Swastika Painted
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A church in Temecula, California, has seen Pride flags stolen and a swastika spray-painted on its walls after hosting a local Pride celebration. The sheriff's department is investigating, but says the case isn't currently being treated as a hate crime. The church's response, meanwhile, is centred on solidarity, strengthened security and a planned mural of peace.
Pride flags vanished, then hateful graffiti appeared
The sequence began after Temecula United Methodist Church hosted the Temecula Valley Pride Celebration on 17 October. A Pride flag and an American flag were taken from outside the church the following day, and replacement flags disappeared within a week. Then staff found a swastika painted on the building's rear wall. (Sources: CBS News; Patch)
Pastor Drew Davis believes the church was targeted because it welcomes LGBTQ+ people and held the event. The Riverside County Sheriff's Department has confirmed an ongoing investigation, but the incident isn't currently being investigated as a hate crime, according to CBS News. (Sources: CBS News; LGBTQ Nation)
Why the hate-crime classification matters
A swastika is widely recognised as a symbol of hate, making the department's current classification a source of concern for church leaders and Pride organisers. Davis told CBS News he was surprised it wasn't being treated as a hate crime, while Temecula Valley Pride president Justin Daley described the vandalism as disheartening after an event intended to offer hope. (Sources: CBS News; LGBTQ Nation)
The distinction matters because it shapes how an incident is officially recorded and understood. The investigation remains open, but the available reports say no suspects had been identified. The church's security cameras weren't working when the thefts and vandalism took place, leaving investigators without footage from the premises. (Sources: CBS News; Patch)
The church is choosing visibility over a quick cover-up
Rather than simply paint over the swastika, Davis says the church hopes to build a mural around it, transforming the hateful image into a wider message of peace. It's an unusual response, but one that makes the church's values visible instead of pretending the damage never happened. (Sources: CBS News; Patch)
The congregation also plans to go ahead with a Transgender Day of Remembrance name-reading ceremony on 19 November, while increasing security. The church calendar and Temecula Valley Pride's website provide local context for the community events at the centre of the story. (Sources: United Methodist Church; Temecula Valley Pride)
What this incident says about community response
The vandalism has been met with support from neighbouring churches and other community members, Davis told Patch. He has spoken about responding with hope and help, even as the church takes practical steps to protect its property and congregation. (Sources: Patch; LGBTQ Nation)
That balance feels important: welcoming people doesn't mean ignoring risks, and improving security doesn't have to mean retreating from public life. For a church that has made inclusion part of its mission, continuing its planned events is a clear sign that intimidation won't set the agenda. (Sources: Patch; Temecula Valley Pride)
The church's planned mural may take time, but its message is already taking shape.
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