St Pete Pride fundraising appeal: why $289,000 matters
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St Pete Pride is asking the community to help raise $289,000 before the end of November, as organisers prepare for the event’s 25th anniversary. The appeal follows a sharp fall in sponsorships and aims to clear this year’s bills, giving the popular St Petersburg celebration a steadier start to 2027.
St Pete Pride faces a $289,000 funding gap
The figures put the challenge in plain view: St Pete Pride has raised $65,000 towards a $289,000 target, with organisers hoping to close the gap by November’s end. The annual celebration draws more than 300,000 people to downtown St Petersburg, but putting it on costs more than $500,000. (Axios; St Pete Catalyst; Tampa Bay Beacons)
That spending has created a difficult cycle. Board president Trent Brock says the organisation was still paying off the 2025 celebration as it prepared for the 2026 event, and wants to move towards raising and spending funds within the same calendar year. (St Pete Catalyst; Tampa Bay Beacons)
Sponsorships have dropped as anniversary plans take shape
Organisers say sponsorships fell by about $200,000 this year, with some organisations contributing less and others stepping back altogether. The shortfall comes as St Pete Pride looks ahead to its 25th anniversary, when the team hopes to deliver an event that feels especially memorable. (Axios; Tampa Bay Beacons)
Brock has pointed to uncertainty around Florida’s new Senate Bill 1134 as one possible factor behind businesses’ caution. The law restricts local governments’ funding and official involvement in diversity, equity and inclusion activities, while some organisations are unsure how it may affect their support for LGBTQ+ groups. (St Pete Catalyst; Florida Senate; Florida Laws)
Will St Pete Pride still happen in 2027?
Yes, Brock has said the 2027 celebrations will go ahead. What may change is their size and scope if the fundraising target isn’t met, so the current appeal is about helping organisers plan with more confidence, not simply keeping the event on the calendar. (Axios; St Pete Catalyst)
That distinction matters for a celebration built around both a large public gathering and a sense of belonging. Longtime attendee Dr Bob Wallace, who says he has been to every Pride celebration since the first, is looking forward to the anniversary. His loyalty is a reminder that the event’s value isn’t measured only in crowd numbers. (St Pete Catalyst; Tampa Bay Beacons)
How the fundraising push could shape the anniversary
St Pete Pride is asking the community to help fill the gap while it continues seeking sponsors and planning future events. For supporters, the appeal offers a practical way to back the celebration; for organisers, reaching the target could mean starting 2027 without the previous year’s costs still hanging over them. (Axios; Tampa Bay Beacons)
The wider question is how the event balances ambitious anniversary plans with less predictable sponsorship. Brock says the team is already discussing ways to make the next celebration bigger, but its final scale will depend on the money raised. (St Pete Catalyst; Tampa Bay Beacons)
It's a community celebration with big plans and a very real bill, so every contribution can help shape what comes next.
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