Somerville Transgender Day of Remembrance Event: What to Know
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Somerville residents and visitors are invited to gather on 19 November for the city’s annual Transgender Day of Remembrance and Resilience. The free event offers space to remember people lost to anti-trans violence, hear their names and stories, and show solidarity with the transgender community. Here are the practical details and why the gathering matters.
Essential takeaways
When: Thursday, 19 November, from 5 to 6 pm.
Where: The second-floor Council on Aging community room at the Tufts Administration Building, 167 Holland Street.
What to expect: Reflection, brief remarks and an invitation to read the names and stories of those lost.
Access: Live American Sign Language interpretation will be provided.
Cost: The gathering is free and open to everyone.
A quiet hour for remembrance and solidarity
The Somerville ceremony creates a shared space for grief, reflection and solidarity. Attendees will be invited to read the names and stories of transgender and gender-diverse people who have died as a result of anti-trans violence, placing individual lives at the centre of the gathering. The programme will also include brief remarks from Mayor Jake Wilson and the city’s Health and Human Services Department.
The event is scheduled for Thursday, 19 November, while the official Transgender Day of Remembrance falls on Friday, 20 November. Somerville’s annual observance brings the community together around both remembrance and resilience, recognising the strength of trans people and the importance of a safer city for all. (Somerville city event listing; GLAAD’s Transgender Day of Remembrance resource.)
When and where to attend
The event runs from 5 to 6 pm at the Tufts Administration Building, 167 Holland Street. The room is on the second floor, in the Council on Aging community space. It’s a useful detail to have before setting off, especially if you’re unfamiliar with the building.
Admission is free, and all are welcome. Live ASL interpretation will be available, making access part of the event’s planning rather than an afterthought. (Somerville city event listing; Somerville LGBTQ+ Services.)
Why the day matters beyond the ceremony
Transgender Day of Remembrance is an annual observance honouring transgender and gender-diverse people whose lives have been lost to anti-trans violence. Reading names and stories aloud can make remembrance feel personal, not abstract; it also offers a moment for people to gather in mourning and reaffirm their support for the living community. (GLAAD; Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health.)
Somerville describes its gathering as an opportunity to reflect and commit to building a city where everyone can live safely and authentically. That message gives the hour a forward-looking purpose as well as a solemn one: remembrance is paired with a call to keep working towards dignity and safety. (Somerville city announcement; Somerville LGBTQ+ Services.)
Planning your visit and finding local support
If you’re attending, consider arriving a little early so you can find the second-floor room and settle in before the programme begins. The event is open to the public, so you don’t need to be part of an organisation to take part. (Somerville city event listing.)
For information about LGBTQ+ programmes, events and resources, Somerville’s Health and Human Services Department directs residents to its LGBTQ+ Services team. You can email lgbtqservices@somervillema.gov or visit the city’s LGBTQ+ Services webpage. (Somerville LGBTQ+ Services.)
A gathering that makes room for both grief and hope
An hour can’t undo loss, but gathering to speak names and stories can help ensure people are remembered as individuals. Somerville’s event offers a simple, meaningful way to listen, reflect and stand alongside the trans community. (Somerville city announcement; GLAAD.)
If you’re in Somerville, consider joining the community in remembrance and solidarity.
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