Queer Porto Prize Celebrates French Film Du Fioul dans les artères
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Queer Porto has awarded its top prize to French film Du fioul dans les artères, bringing a tender story of love between two lorry drivers into the spotlight. The festival’s choice adds a distinctly romantic note to its latest awards, while offering viewers a reason to look beyond the familiar festival favourites.
A French romance takes Queer Porto’s top prize
The French film Du fioul dans les artères won the Best Feature Film award at Queer Porto’s 12th edition. Its central pairing - two lorry drivers falling in love - gives the story an intimate, road-worn quality, far from the polished settings often associated with screen romance. [2], [3], [4]
The result puts a love story between working men at the heart of the festival’s awards. That’s a quietly affecting premise: romance can feel all the more vivid when it grows out of ordinary routines and long stretches on the road. [3], [5]
What is Du fioul dans les artères about?
The film follows two truck drivers whose relationship develops through their shared life on the road. Its French title translates roughly as "fuel in the veins", a fitting image for a story shaped by work, movement and desire. [5], [6]
The film’s distributor describes it as a story of two lorry drivers who fall in love. That simple setup leaves room for a more grounded kind of romance, where closeness is built between journeys rather than against a glamorous backdrop. [5], [6]
Why Queer Porto’s award matters
Queer Porto’s awards recognise films selected for the festival, giving audiences a useful guide to work they might otherwise miss. A prize for a French feature also brings attention to queer cinema beyond Portugal, and to stories whose settings and characters feel specific rather than generic. [3], [4]
For viewers choosing what to watch next, the award is a handy starting point, not a promise that every film will suit every taste. Those drawn to character-led romance may find the combination of road-life and a developing relationship especially appealing. [3], [5]
A film with a life beyond the festival
The film has also appeared in a screening listing at Batalha Centro de Cinema in Porto, giving local audiences another chance to encounter it beyond the awards announcement. Festival recognition can help a title travel, though screenings and availability can change, so it’s worth checking current listings before making plans. [6]
There’s a pleasing contrast in the film’s premise: big distances, long working days and a relationship that grows in the spaces between. Sometimes a love story doesn’t need grand gestures; a shared road can do the work. [5], [6]
What to look for in the film
If you’re interested in seeing it, check the distributor’s catalogue and local cinema schedules for current information. The festival award offers a useful introduction, while the premise suggests a more intimate, everyday take on queer romance than a glossy meet-cute. [3], [5], [6]
The film’s recognition at Queer Porto is also part of a wider cultural conversation about which lives and relationships get space on screen. A story rooted in working life can make that representation feel refreshingly tangible. [3], [4]
Explore local listings if this road-bound romance sounds like your kind of film.
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