Palm Springs Pride Parade Marks 40 Years With Colour and Community
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Thousands gathered along Palm Canyon Drive as the Palm Springs Pride Parade brought the city’s 40th anniversary celebration to a joyful close. With lively performances, local groups and a bright sweep of rainbow colours, the Sunday procession showed why this annual event remains a defining moment for the LGBTQ+ community and the wider city.
Essential Takeaways
A milestone year: The parade closed Palm Springs’ 40th anniversary Pride celebration, which began on Thursday.
A lively route: Participants travelled 1.5 miles along Palm Canyon Drive, with the procession starting at Tachevah.
A broad local mix: School bands, Folklórico performers, community organisations and dancers all took part.
Notable faces: Celebrity Grand Marshal Cheyenne Jackson and Pride Royalty for Life Dottie DuBois greeted spectators.
A sunny send-off: Clear skies and warm community spirit gave the parade a colourful backdrop.
Palm Canyon Drive turned into a rainbow-filled celebration
The strongest impression was the sheer variety: thousands of spectators lined Palm Canyon Drive as floats, performers and local organisations moved through downtown. Music carried along the route, while rainbow colours stood out beneath sunny skies. (The Palm Springs Post; KESQ)
The parade began at 10am at Tachevah and covered 1.5 miles, bringing the city’s 40th anniversary Pride celebration to its grand finale. The wider programme had started on Thursday with music, parties and other events. (The Palm Springs Post; NBC Palm Springs)
Local groups made the parade feel personal
The event was more than a procession of colourful floats. Eisenhower Health representatives carried signs with messages of support, while school bands and community groups added a distinctly local feel. (The Palm Springs Post; NBC Palm Springs)
Folklórico performers drew a warm reception, as did Desert Flaggers, whose members are familiar faces at events across the community. And then there were the dancing nuns, a reminder that a little theatrical flair can be part of the fun. (The Palm Springs Post; KESQ)
Familiar faces joined the 40th anniversary parade
Celebrity Grand Marshal Cheyenne Jackson waved to spectators as he travelled down Palm Canyon Drive. Marshall Pearcy, known locally as Dottie DuBois, also greeted the crowd after being named Pride Royalty for Life. (The Palm Springs Post; KESQ)
The mix of public figures and neighbourhood groups gave the anniversary a welcoming feel. It was a celebration with plenty of spectacle, but its heart was visible in the people who came out to march, perform or cheer from the pavement. (The Palm Springs Post; NBC Palm Springs)
A four-decade celebration, with room for everyone
Palm Springs Pride’s 40th anniversary brought together a weekend festival and a Sunday parade, building on a tradition that has become a major community occasion. Organisers describe Pride as a celebration of LGBTQ+ identity, inclusion and community. (NBC Palm Springs; Palm Springs Pride)
For spectators, the appeal is easy to understand: the parade offers a lively way to show support, enjoy local performances and share the streets with neighbours. If you’re planning to attend a future event, check the official Pride programme for dates, route details and festival information before setting off. (Palm Springs Pride; NBC Palm Springs)
The parade’s best moment was its shared spirit
Bands, DJs, performers and community organisations each brought something different to the route, while spectators supplied the cheers. The result was both a city-wide party and a reminder that public celebration can make people feel seen. (The Palm Springs Post; KESQ)
As the anniversary festivities drew to a close, the sunny parade offered a fitting finale: exuberant, welcoming and unmistakably Palm Springs. (The Palm Springs Post; NBC Palm Springs)
It's a colourful reminder of what a community can celebrate together.
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