London Remembrance Marches Spotlight Migrants and Chilean Protesters
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A rain-soaked day in Whitehall brought two acts of remembrance into sharp focus: a ceremony for people who died seeking refuge, and a funeral march against state violence in Chile. The events linked lives lost far apart, while asking Londoners to look closely at the human cost of displacement and protest.
Essential Takeaways
Two events, one day: On 9 November 2019, campaigners held a migrant remembrance ceremony and a march against violence in Chile.
A solemn tribute: Participants carried orange wreaths to the Cenotaph for refugees who had died while seeking safety.
Names made visible: Posters honoured the 39 Vietnamese people found dead in a lorry trailer in Grays, Essex.
A protest over policing: The Chile march highlighted deaths, injuries and allegations of excessive force during demonstrations.
A lasting symbol: Injuries to protesters' eyes became a powerful emblem of the Chilean protests.
Whitehall's orange wreaths carried a quiet weight
There was something striking about the contrast: orange wreaths against the familiar stone of the Cenotaph, carried in silence for people who had died searching for refuge. Lesbians and Gays Support the Migrants organised the ceremony in Whitehall on 9 November 2019, alongside other groups, on the eve of Remembrance Sunday.
The event began outside the Ministry of Defence with speeches and a short silence. Participants held up the names of the 39 Vietnamese people found dead in a lorry trailer in Grays, Essex, on 23 October 2019. Essex Police later reported that men involved in the deaths received sentences totalling 92 years. [6]
Those carrying the names covered their faces with purple gauze before walking to the Cenotaph to lay the wreaths. It was a simple gesture, but one that made absence visible: each name stood for a person, not a statistic.
Chile's funeral march brought protest into view
Later, a funeral march travelled from the Chilean Embassy towards Parliament Square, opposing state violence against protesters. Chile's social unrest began in October 2019 amid anger over metro fare rises and the cost of living, then grew into wider demonstrations and clashes.
The marchers wore gauze over one eye, while three people at the front carried black coffins. The image reflected the serious injuries reported during the protests, including people hit in the eye by projectiles fired by security forces. Human Rights Watch called for police reforms in the wake of the demonstrations, while Amnesty International later documented police violence and alleged human rights violations. [3] [7]
Why injured eyes became a symbol
The bandaged eye was more than a visual shorthand. It pointed to a particular pattern of injury that became widely associated with the protests, and to the fear and anger surrounding the use of force. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights also voiced concern about the response to events in Chile. [4]
At Parliament Square, women in black staged a performance against sexual abuse and violence. They smeared fake blood on white underwear, then held the garments aloft. It was confronting, deliberately so; the performance gave public form to allegations that human rights groups said required serious investigation. [2] [5]
Two acts of remembrance, with different demands
The Whitehall ceremony asked people to remember those who had died seeking sanctuary. The Chile march, meanwhile, demanded accountability for the treatment of people taking to the streets. They were distinct events, but both resisted the easy disappearance of individual lives into headlines and totals.
That connection still matters. Remembrance can be quiet, with wreaths and names; protest can be loud, visual and uncomfortable. Both can ask the same question: whose suffering is noticed, and what follows once it has been seen?
The practical value of bearing witness
For anyone documenting a public demonstration, context matters as much as the photograph. Identify the event and its organisers, distinguish allegations from established findings, and check reporting from human rights bodies before repeating claims. That care helps preserve the meaning of protest without flattening complex events into a single image.
The scenes in Whitehall and Parliament Square were also a reminder that public memorials aren't only about the past. They can make room for people whose losses are recent, contested or still demanding answers.
It's worth taking a moment to remember the names behind the numbers.
Source Reference Map
Story idea inspired by: [1]
Sources by paragraph:- Paragraph 1: [2], [3]- Paragraph 2: [6]- Paragraph 3: [6]- Paragraph 4: [2], [3]- Paragraph 5: [3], [7]- Paragraph 6: [4]- Paragraph 7: [2], [5]- Paragraph 8: [2], [3]- Paragraph 9: [2], [3]- Paragraph 10: [2], [7]- Paragraph 11: [3], [4]
Bibliography
1. http://re-photo.co.uk/?p=19603 - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/chile - Human Rights Watch’s 2020 country chapter on Chile describes the mass protests that began in October 2019 and the response by the national police, Carabineros. It reports that demonstrations were driven by concerns including public services and inequality, and that while many protesters were peaceful, some people attacked police and damaged property. The chapter says police used excessive force against demonstrators and bystanders, and that thousands were injured. More than 345 people suffered serious eye injuries, many after being struck by pellets fired from anti-riot shotguns. It also records reports of abuse in detention, including beatings and sexual abuse. According to the chapter, Chile’s National Human Rights Institute filed hundreds of complaints concerning alleged inhumane treatment, torture, sexual abuse and other crimes. Human Rights Watch describes testimony that some detainees, particularly women and girls, were forced to undress and squat naked, despite this practice being prohibited by police rules. The report also notes that the government adopted some measures relating to police conduct but had not yet undertaken all the reforms Human Rights Watch considered necessary. This is a useful source for checking the article’s account of serious injuries, eye trauma, alleged sexual abuse and concerns about state violence during the Chilean protests.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/11/26/chile-police-reforms-needed-wake-protests - In this report, Human Rights Watch calls for police reforms after the Chilean protests that began on 18 October 2019. It says protests initially followed an increase in public transport fares and broadened into demonstrations about social services and economic inequality. The article reports that President Sebastián Piñera declared a state of emergency in several locations on 18 October and that it was lifted on 28 October. Human Rights Watch interviewed more than 70 people, including protesters, police officers, medical professionals and officials. It found compelling evidence that police used excessive force, causing injuries to protesters and bystanders. The report cites health ministry figures of 11,564 people treated for demonstration-related injuries between 18 October and 22 November, and notes that pellet-firing shotguns were a major cause of eye injuries. It also describes complaints of beatings, torture, sexual abuse, and detainees being forced to undress. The organisation records that the National Human Rights Institute submitted 442 criminal complaints by 21 November, including allegations of injuries, cruel treatment, rape and killings. The report is especially relevant to the article’s references to a state of emergency, protesters being injured or blinded, and human rights organisations reporting excessive force and sexual abuse. It documents allegations and findings at the time, rather than establishing the outcome of every individual case.
https://oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2019/312.asp - This statement from the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights summarises its preliminary visit to Chile during the 2019 social protests. It reports that medical emergency services had treated 11,564 people injured in connection with demonstrations. By 18 November, services had assisted 194 cases of eye trauma; the statement says 77 per cent were caused by pellets and 9 per cent by tear gas. The Chilean Doctors’ Association gave a higher figure of 283 eye-trauma cases. The Commission also records reports of violence at some demonstrations, while emphasising that peaceful social protest is legitimate and that state security forces must allow demonstrations to take place. It notes that President Sebastián Piñera had publicly acknowledged that human rights were violated during the protests and that security forces had used excessive force in some cases. The statement refers to findings and concerns raised by Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International and the United Nations human rights office, including allegations of ill-treatment and sexual violence against people deprived of liberty. It provides an international human rights institution’s contemporaneous account of the scale of injuries and the allegations against security forces. This source supports the article’s description of eye injuries caused by projectiles and reports of excessive force and sexual abuse, while also making clear that it condemns violence by any party and upholds the right to peaceful protest.
https://oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2020/018.asp - The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights presents preliminary observations and recommendations after its on-site visit to Chile. The statement places the protests in context: they began on 18 October 2019 and escalated amid reported abuses, arrests and disproportionate use of force. It records that, by 18 December, health services had treated 13,046 people injured in connection with the protests. The National Institute for Human Rights had verified 3,649 injuries in demonstration contexts by 15 January 2020, including 1,624 pellet wounds. The Commission reports 405 cases of eye injury, 33 involving a ruptured eyeball, with some victims losing sight in both eyes. It describes accounts and video suggesting that pellets and gas canisters were fired at people’s bodies, necks and faces, and notes complaints from journalists and photojournalists who said security forces attacked them or damaged their equipment. The report also records allegations of sexual abuse, including rape, torture and other cruel treatment in the context of arrests. It notes that some demonstrations involved violence but says the state’s response focused on repression and disproportionate force. The Commission calls for investigations into alleged human rights violations. This source is particularly relevant to the article’s claims about deaths, serious injuries, eye trauma, state violence and sexual abuse during the Chilean social unrest.
https://www.essex.pfcc.police.uk/news/92-years-for-men-involved-in-death-of-39-vietnamese-nationals - This Essex Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner page reports the sentencing of seven men for their involvement in the deaths of 39 Vietnamese nationals found in a lorry trailer in October 2019. The report says the men received a combined prison sentence of 92 years and 10 months after an investigation by Essex Police. It describes a people-smuggling operation that transported people illegally into the United Kingdom on three dates in October. The victims were found in the trailer on 23 October 2019, and the page recounts the investigation and the eventual court proceedings. Statements from police and other officials emphasise that the victims had left families behind and had been promised safe passage, but were put at grave risk by those who profited from smuggling. The article also notes that two of the victims were 15 years old. The page describes the investigation as the largest in Essex Police’s history and acknowledges cooperation among the public, police, prosecutors and the National Crime Agency. It is an official source supporting the central information in the supplied article about the deaths of 39 Vietnamese people in a lorry trailer in Essex. It does not independently verify every detail in the supplied text about the victims’ ages or the exact numbers of men, women and children, so those more specific figures should not be inferred from this summary.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/research/2020/10/eyes-on-chile-police-violence-at-protests/ - Amnesty International’s investigation examines police conduct during Chile’s social unrest, which began on 18 October 2019. The organisation says millions of people took to the streets to demand equality and social and economic rights, including better pensions, housing, education and healthcare. It reports that President Sebastián Piñera responded by declaring a state of emergency and deploying the army and police. Amnesty’s crisis team investigated 12 cases involving deaths, torture and injuries attributed to Carabineros between 18 October and 30 November, and reviewed more than 200 pieces of video evidence. Its findings say police officials used excessive force against protesters in ways that were deliberate or carried a known risk of harming people. The report describes injuries and attacks as widespread rather than exceptional and says they violated rights to physical integrity. It includes examples of alleged abuse, including the death of Alex Núñez after a beating, the alleged beating and rape of Josué Maureira, and a protester who lost sight in one eye after being beaten. Amnesty calls for criminal investigations into the responsibility of police commanders and for reforms. This source supports the supplied article’s references to the origins of the protests, the state of emergency, alleged police violence, torture, sexual abuse and severe eye injuries. It is an advocacy organisation’s investigation and presents its own conclusions and documented cases.
image1.jpg




