Italy LGBTQ Travel Safety: Why the EU Ranking Matters
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Travellers planning an LGBTQ-friendly European break may want to look beyond Italy's postcard-perfect appeal. A survey reported in November 2026 ranked Italy as the EU's worst country for gay tourists, raising questions about how welcome visitors feel beyond the big sights. Here's what the finding says, and how to plan with care.
Italy's tourist image meets a sobering survey
Italy's food, art and sunlit piazzas are easy to love. But a survey ranking it as the EU's worst country for gay tourists puts a less comfortable question alongside the holiday-planning checklist: how safe and accepted might LGBTQ visitors feel there?
The ranking was reported by ANSA and Observador in November 2026. It reflects a survey about gay tourists, rather than a universal measure of every visitor's experience, so it should be read as a warning signal, not a prediction of what will happen to each traveller. [3], [4]
The ranking sits within a wider picture
The finding isn't the only cause for concern. ANSA reported in May 2026 that Italy was among the EU's lowest-ranked countries for LGBTQ protection in the latest Rainbow Map assessment. The map is produced by ILGA-Europe and tracks laws and policies affecting LGBTQ people across Europe. [5], [7]
A separate 2024 report by The Local also described Italy as one of Europe's weakest performers on gay and trans rights. These assessments look at rights and policy, rather than the day-to-day treatment of tourists, but they help explain why the survey has drawn attention. [6]
What should LGBTQ travellers take from it?
A countrywide ranking can't tell you exactly how a particular city, hotel or night out will feel. It does, however, make local research worthwhile: check recent travel advice, look for LGBTQ-specific guidance, and read reviews that discuss how guests were treated, not just how stylish the rooms looked.
It may also help to contact accommodation directly with any questions about policies or facilities. That can feel like an extra bit of admin, but a clear, reassuring reply is useful information in its own right. [3], [4]
A practical way to plan with more confidence
Before booking, compare several sources rather than relying on one headline. ILGA-Europe's Rainbow Map offers a policy-focused overview, while local LGBTQ organisations and current traveller reports can provide more immediate context. Keep plans flexible, and make sure you know how to contact local emergency services if needed. [5], [7]
Most of all, don't assume that one national ranking describes every interaction. The survey is a reason to be informed and thoughtful, not to treat every Italian destination as identical. Travellers deserve to enjoy a holiday without having to guess where they'll feel at ease. [3], [4]
The conversation shouldn't stop at tourism
Italy's appeal isn't in doubt; the question is whether every visitor can experience it comfortably and openly. Survey findings and rights assessments give travellers useful context, while also keeping attention on the wider conditions LGBTQ residents face. [3], [5], [7]
For now, a little extra research can make a holiday decision feel more considered. And the best travel advice is often the simplest: look for current, specific information before you go. [4], [6]
Choose your destination with both curiosity and care.
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