Callen-Lorde’s LGBTQ+ Health Awards Raise $1.6 Million
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A glittering New York benefit brought drag performers, public-health leaders and LGBTQ+ advocates together for Callen-Lorde, raising $1.6 million for community healthcare. The night’s most memorable moment came from actor Indya Moore, who reflected on receiving care there herself, and on the tricky business of being recognised in a waiting room.
Essential takeaways
A big night for care: The event raised $1.6 million, with 900 people attending.
Community celebrated: The Community Health Awards honoured three LGBTQ+ families and the Keith Haring Foundation.
A personal connection: Indya Moore spoke about receiving care through Callen-Lorde’s HOTT programme.
Care regardless of means: Callen-Lorde offers a sliding-fee scale based on income and family size.
A room full of New York’s LGBTQ+ community
The guest list was a portrait of queer New York, with performers, advocates, politicians and health leaders sharing the same tables. The mix felt fitting for an organisation whose work sits at the intersection of healthcare and community life. The benefit raised $1.6 million, backed by a crowd of 900. (Off The MRKT)
Cynthia Nixon and Indya Moore presented the Community Health Awards to three LGBTQ+ families and the Keith Haring Foundation. Nixon spoke about chosen family and family by birth as forces that can support one another. It was a warm idea, made tangible by the people being recognised. (Off The MRKT)
Indya Moore’s story made privacy personal
Moore described being a Callen-Lorde patient and receiving support through its HOTT programme while working on Pose. She also recalled the awkward moment when recognition in a waiting room made privacy feel less private. Her account was funny, but it pointed to a serious issue: people deserve confidential care without having to explain who they are. (Off The MRKT; Callen-Lorde)
That concern has a practical dimension. US HIPAA guidance allows healthcare providers to share limited information about a patient’s location with visitors in certain circumstances, subject to conditions and the patient’s preferences. For patients, it’s reasonable to ask a clinic how it handles reception, waiting-room recognition and requests from visitors. (US Department of Health and Human Services)
The cause has deep roots
Callen-Lorde’s history reaches back to the community health work of Michael Callen and the legacy of Audre Lorde, whose names the organisation carries. The Keith Haring Foundation’s recognition connected that history with an artist whose work remains closely associated with HIV and AIDS activism. At the awards, foundation representative Simon Castets drew attention to the artists who refused silence. (Off The MRKT; Callen-Lorde)
The organisation’s roots sit within decades of LGBTQ+ healthcare activism, including efforts to make care accessible and affirming during the AIDS crisis. That history helps explain why a benefit can feel like more than a fundraising occasion: it’s also a chance to celebrate community leadership and keep essential services visible. (Callen-Lorde; Off The MRKT)
What sliding-scale care means in practice
Callen-Lorde says its sliding-fee programme adjusts charges according to household income and family size. If you’re considering care and cost is a concern, contact the organisation directly to ask what documentation it needs and how fees are assessed. Policies can differ between services, so it’s worth checking the details before an appointment. (Callen-Lorde)
More broadly, ask a provider about its financial assistance options before assuming care is out of reach. A calm conversation with the billing team can clarify what you’ll pay and whether support is available. It’s not glamorous advice, but it can make a daunting first step feel manageable. (Callen-Lorde)
A fundraiser with a larger purpose
Drag performers and auction paddles gave the evening plenty of sparkle, but the central message was about care without judgement and the need to keep it accessible. The night’s total offers a clear sign of support; the organisation’s longer-term work will depend on continuing to connect that generosity with the needs of its patients. (Off The MRKT; Callen-Lorde)
For many guests, Moore’s story may have been the moment that brought the mission closest to home. Healthcare can be deeply personal, and feeling safe enough to seek it matters. A room full of people choosing to support that principle is a powerful sight. (Off The MRKT; Callen-Lorde)
A night of sequins and generosity helped keep community care in focus.
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