Buenos Aires Weekend: Pride, Boca's Win and Pope Leo XIV
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A US travel influencer arrived in Buenos Aires and found the city in full-throttle celebration: a Pride march, Boca Juniors' title-winning goal and a papal visit all unfolded within roughly 48 hours. His astonished account captures how a city can hold protest, football and faith in the same breath - and why this Buenos Aires weekend was anything but ordinary.
Essential Takeaways
Three major events: Brendan witnessed the Pride march, Boca Juniors' championship celebrations and Pope Leo XIV's appearance in Buenos Aires.
A city in the streets: The 35th Pride March drew large crowds around Congress, with stages and flags adding colour to the gathering.
A late football goal: Boca beat Defensa y Justicia 1-0, with Enner Valencia scoring late to secure the annual league table title.
A papal crowd: Thousands gathered along the route to see Leo XIV at the Monument to the Spaniards.
A visitor's perspective: Brendan, a Florida-born influencer who has lived in Argentina for three years, filmed his reaction for Instagram.
One weekend, three very different crowds
Buenos Aires barely had time to catch its breath. Brendan, an American influencer who has lived in Argentina for three years, found himself taking in the Pride march, Boca Juniors' title celebrations and Pope Leo XIV's visit within the space of a weekend. His video conveys the dizzying contrast: flags and chanting in the streets, football celebrations after dark, then crowds gathered for the Pope. (Sources: La Nacion; AICA)
The coincidence was striking, but each gathering had its own purpose and mood. The 35th Pride March brought thousands to the area around the National Congress, where stages and banners framed a day of visibility and protest. Organisers' stated theme linked pride in the streets with resistance to growing hatred. (Sources: La Nacion; Pride March organisers)
Pride, football and a last-minute roar
On the same Saturday, Boca beat Defensa y Justicia 1-0 at La Bombonera. Enner Valencia's late goal secured Boca the championship of the season's overall league table, turning the evening into a city-wide celebration, according to the club's announcement. (Sources: La Nacion; Boca Juniors)
Brendan described the sound of the result travelling beyond the stadium: car horns, shouts from balconies and fans celebrating across the city. It's a reminder that football in Buenos Aires isn't neatly contained by the final whistle; for supporters, the whole neighbourhood can become part of the occasion. (Sources: La Nacion; Boca Juniors)
The Pope's visit added another gathering
The Pope's appearance at the Monument to the Spaniards drew large crowds along the route of his popemobile. Brendan was there too, filming the atmosphere and sharing historical details with his followers as people waited to catch a glimpse of Leo XIV. (Sources: La Nacion; AICA)
The visit formed part of a wider schedule that included a planned youth gathering and a stop at Devoto prison before the Pope's journey to the Basilica of Lujan. The crowds and events made for a packed itinerary, though a visitor seeing them back-to-back could be forgiven for struggling to take it all in. (Sources: La Nacion; Chequeado)
Why the weekend felt so unmistakably Buenos Aires
The striking part of Brendan's story isn't simply the number of people involved. It's the way very different forms of public life appeared side by side: a march calling for rights, supporters celebrating a football title and a religious gathering welcoming the Pope. Each event filled the streets, but each gave them a different meaning. (Sources: La Nacion; Pride March organisers; AP)
For travellers, the episode is also a useful reminder to check local event calendars before making plans. Major marches, matches and public appearances can reshape traffic and transport, while offering a vivid glimpse of how a city expresses its identity. Brendan's wide-eyed reaction says it all: sometimes the best travel story is the one you didn't plan. (Sources: La Nacion; Chequeado)
A weekend that left its mark
Brendan's footage caught Buenos Aires at full volume, from Pride flags to football celebrations and crowds waiting for the Pope. It was an unusually concentrated snapshot of a city whose public life rarely sticks to one script. (Sources: La Nacion; AICA)
For anyone visiting, keep an eye on the calendar - and leave room in the itinerary for surprises. (Sources: La Nacion; Chequeado)
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