Scotland's Conversion Practices Ban Faces an Early Lobbying Test
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Campaigners are renewing calls for a comprehensive conversion practices ban in Scotland, while opponents are organising before any bill has been published. With religious groups already speaking to MSPs and political parties restating their support, the debate is becoming a test of how Scotland can protect LGBT+ people from harm while shaping legislation that addresses concerns about individual freedoms.
The campaign is gathering pace before a bill appears
The political lines are forming early. A motion backing a comprehensive ban passed at the SNP conference without anyone speaking against it, but a new pressure group has also emerged to challenge proposed legislation. That contrast captures the debate's uneasy mix of momentum and uncertainty. (The National; Scottish Parliament motion)【2】【5】
The Scottish Government shelved its earlier commitment to bring forward a ban in 2024, saying a UK-wide approach would be preferable. Yet draft UK legislation published this year covers England and Wales, not Scotland, while campaigners say the wait has gone on long enough. (The National; Scottish Government FOI response)【2】【6】
Why is the legislation still uncertain?
Scotland's expert advisory group has made recommendations on ending conversion practices, providing a basis for further policy work. But recommendations aren't the same as a bill: the scope, safeguards and route through Parliament still need to be set out. (Scottish Government expert advisory group report; Scottish Parliament research briefing)【7】【3】
John Swinney has pledged to introduce legislation within the first year of the new parliamentary term, according to The National. That promise puts pressure on the government to show what a Scottish approach might look like, especially after the UK proposals left Scotland out. (The National; Scottish Parliament research briefing)【2】【3】
Lobbying shows the argument is already widening
The National reports that the Bishops' Conference of Scotland, the Christian Institute and CARE for Scotland have held at least 21 discussions with MSPs since the Holyrood election. Those conversations involved politicians from several parties, and some addressed a potential conversion practices ban directly. (The National)【2】
A new group, Protect All Freedoms, says its focus is free speech, religious liberty, family life and personal autonomy. Its founder, councillor James Bundy, has also said people must be protected from abuse and coercion, while arguing that protections should not undermine fundamental freedoms. (The National)【2】
What should readers look for in a proposed ban?
The practical test will be in the detail. Readers should watch for how a bill defines conversion practices, what conduct it covers, and how it distinguishes harmful coercion from ordinary conversations about faith, identity or wellbeing. The parliamentary research briefing and expert group report offer useful starting points for understanding the policy questions. (Scottish Parliament research briefing; Scottish Government expert advisory group report)【3】【7】
It's also worth separating discussion of a proposal from the legislation itself. Until a bill is published, its wording and safeguards remain unsettled; the next clear signs will be a formal government plan and parliamentary scrutiny of its provisions. (The National; Scottish Parliament research briefing)【2】【3】
The next test is turning promises into policy
For supporters of a ban, the central concern is that people should be protected from practices that cause harm. For opponents, the question is how to achieve that without restricting legitimate freedoms. Those aims will need more than slogans to sit comfortably together; the wording of any bill will matter. (The National; Scottish Government expert advisory group report)【2】【7】
The issue now is whether Scotland's government can move from renewed political commitments to legislation that is both comprehensive and clear. Until the details arrive, campaigners and critics alike are preparing for a debate that could shape protections for years to come. (The National; Scottish Parliament research briefing)【2】【3】
A clear bill, with protections that work in practice, is the next step to watch.
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