Queer Speculative Fiction Anthology Supports LGBTQIA+ Charities
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A dozen authors bring queer characters, strange mysteries and hard-won hope together in Can’t Hold Us Down: Tales of Defiance & Hope. The limited-edition anthology spans fantasy and speculative fiction, from shifters finding community to future worlds under pressure, with all sales proceeds set to benefit Rainbow Railroad and the Transgender Law Center. It’s a vivid collection with a charitable purpose.
Defiance takes many forms in this queer fiction collection
The anthology’s central idea is resistance, but its stories don’t all sound the same note. Across 12 contributions, characters confront danger, discrimination, grief and uncertainty, while seeking love, safety and belonging.
The collection ranges widely: readers can follow shifters building new connections, lovers enduring the tests of time, and curious characters chasing mysteries. Other stories look towards possible futures, giving the book an expansive feel rather than tying it to one genre or mood.
Twelve authors, with room for different voices
Curated by Archer Kay Leah, the anthology features work by Stephanie Rabig, Amir Lane, Disco Barrington, Ari Lawrence, Vivian Moira Valentine, Megan Derr, Caeli Faye, Jasmine Gower, Lexi Ander, Archer Kay Leah, Amara Lynn and Alex Powell. Winter Tashlin contributes the foreword.
That variety is part of the appeal: the stories range from short fiction to novellas, so readers can dip in for a quick encounter or settle into a longer one. The anthology also includes content for adults, with warnings varying by story.
A glimpse of eerie, intimate storytelling
An excerpt from Amara Lynn’s “Night Moth” opens with a character arriving at an old family home in Fresno. The house feels both cosy and unsettling, with moss on the roof, a looming staircase and a cat that declines to explore on anyone else’s schedule.
The scene balances supernatural unease with the everyday realities of chronic illness. The narrator needs rest after travelling and manages POTS and migraine symptoms, making the house’s cool air feel like a small mercy before a strange journal entry raises fresh questions.
What buyers should know before choosing the anthology
The organisers say 100% of sales proceeds will go to LGBTQIA+ charities, specifically Rainbow Railroad and the Transgender Law Center. The anthology is not endorsed or sponsored by either organisation, so the charitable contribution comes from the project rather than an official partnership.
Rainbow Railroad describes its work as helping LGBTQI+ people facing persecution find safety. The Transgender Law Center works to change laws and policies affecting transgender and gender non-conforming people. For readers weighing a purchase, the book offers both a collection of queer speculative fiction and a way to support organisations doing practical advocacy and assistance.
A limited release with story-specific content notes
The anthology is described as a limited edition, with sales planned to end on 31 October 2027. It’s available through a range of booksellers and digital retailers, according to the release information.
Content varies across the collection and may include violence, discrimination, chronic illness, grief, kidnapping and explicit sexual content. Checking the individual story warnings before reading is sensible, especially if particular themes are difficult for you.
A good fit for readers who want queer speculative fiction with many voices, and a charitable purpose beyond the page.
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