Palm Springs Pride Parade Marks 40 Years of Community
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Palm Springs Pride wraps up its 40th-anniversary weekend with a parade along Palm Canyon Drive, bringing floats, performers and community groups to the city centre. The celebration also offers live music, a large festival marketplace and accessible viewing arrangements, making it a big day out for visitors and residents alike.
Essential takeaways
Parade route: The procession runs from Tachevah Drive to Amado Road along Palm Canyon Drive.
Milestone year: The 2026 event marks 40 years of Palm Springs Pride.
Grand marshals: Fortune Feimster, Cheyenne Jackson, Marshall Pearcy and Gary Moline are among this year's honourees.
Festival extras: The weekend includes a 5K, live entertainment and a marketplace with more than 250 vendors, artists and organisations.
Accessible viewing: Sign-language interpretation and dedicated seating for deaf spectators are planned near the parade route.
A landmark parade takes over Palm Canyon Drive
Palm Springs Pride's 40th-anniversary parade brings a bright, celebratory finish to the weekend, with floats, marching groups and community organisations travelling south along Palm Canyon Drive. The route starts at Tachevah Drive and ends at Amado Road, giving spectators a long stretch of central Palm Springs to watch from. (KESQ; Palm Springs Pride)
The parade is scheduled for 10am to noon on Sunday, 8 November. KESQ says its coverage is available live on CW 5, its website and its app, useful for anyone who can't get to the route in person. (KESQ)
Four grand marshals reflect the celebration's spirit
This year's grand marshals bring together entertainment and long-standing community ties. Comedian Fortune Feimster is the National Grand Marshal, while actor and singer Cheyenne Jackson is the Celebrity Grand Marshal. Palm Springs Pride Royalty for Life, Marshall Pearcy and Gary Moline, are the Community Grand Marshals. (Palm Springs Pride)
The mix feels fitting for a milestone year: Pride is both a public celebration and a gathering shaped by the people who've helped build its local community. The 2026 theme, "Be Included", puts that welcome at the heart of the weekend. (Palm Springs Pride; KESQ)
More than a parade: music, markets and a 5K
The weekend's programme extends well beyond the procession. Saturday began with a 5K run and walk in the historic Old Las Palmas neighbourhood, with the 3.1-mile course supporting LGBTQ+ non-profit organisations. Later, festivalgoers could browse a marketplace featuring more than 250 vendors, artists and organisations. (KESQ; Palm Springs Pride)
Live entertainment adds another reason to linger. The Cowgays are among the festival headliners, while Aubrey O'Day is billed for the Arenas District stage. For visitors, that turns the weekend into a broader mix of performances, local stalls and community events, rather than a parade-only outing. (Palm Springs Pride; The Palm Springs Post)
Planning a comfortable, accessible visit
For parade viewing, organisers have arranged a stage at East Granvia Valmonte and North Palm Canyon Drive. Sign-language interpretation will be available, with seating for deaf spectators north of Amado Road on North Palm Canyon Drive. Checking the official event schedule and map before setting out can help visitors choose a viewing spot and plan around the route. (KESQ; Palm Springs Pride)
The scale is substantial: organisers expected 220,000 attendees across the multi-day celebration and projected a $38 million direct economic impact for local hotels, restaurants and retailers. That makes Pride a major civic event as well as a festival, with plenty of activity for local businesses and a busy atmosphere for visitors. (KESQ; Visit Greater Palm Springs)
A milestone with a local heartbeat
Palm Springs Pride's 40th anniversary is a moment to celebrate visibility, but the weekend's appeal is also in its everyday details: the music drifting along the street, the colourful floats and the chance to discover local organisations among the stalls. The official festival schedule includes performance times and a map for visitors planning their day. (KESQ; Palm Springs Pride)
With accessible viewing arrangements, a lively parade route and events spread across the weekend, there's more than one way to join in. (Palm Springs Pride)
Palm Springs Pride's anniversary weekend offers a warm welcome, whether you're watching from the kerb or exploring the festival.
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