2026 LGBTQ+ Election Wins: A Record Wave of Representation
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Voters have sent a striking message in the 2026 US midterms, electing LGBTQ+ candidates to Congress and state legislatures in historic numbers. From Michigan to the US Virgin Islands, these victories bring new voices into public office and offer a timely look at how representation is changing American politics.
Essential Takeaways
A Michigan first: Joanna Whaley won Michigan’s 2nd House District with about 62.5% of the vote, becoming the first openly transgender woman elected to the state legislature.
A congressional milestone: Janelle Sarauw won roughly 77% of the vote in the US Virgin Islands and is set to become its first openly LGBTQ+ congressional delegate.
More LGBTQ+ lawmakers: Chris Pappas won New Hampshire’s Senate race, while a record number of LGBTQ+ candidates were elected to Congress.
The job starts now: Sarauw will be a nonvoting delegate, but can introduce legislation, serve on committees and speak up for the territory.
The 2026 LGBTQ+ election wins made history
The headline numbers tell a story of voters choosing experience and local promises alongside historic representation. In Michigan, Democrat Joanna Whaley won her state House race with about 62.5% of the vote, according to the Michigan election results archive. Her win makes her the first openly transgender woman elected to the Michigan Legislature. [5]
Whaley's campaign, as she described it after the result, was about what she planned to do for her community, not simply who she was. That distinction matters: history may draw attention to a candidate, but the work of representing residents is what gives a victory its lasting weight. [5]
Janelle Sarauw brings her advocacy to Congress
In the US Virgin Islands, former territorial senator Janelle Sarauw won about 77% of the vote, according to the territory's official election summary. She is set to become the first openly LGBTQ+ person elected to represent the territory in Congress. [6]
The role comes with limits and opportunities. Sarauw will be a nonvoting delegate in the House, but can introduce bills, take part in committees and advocate for the territory's interests. Her years in the territorial legislature, where she focused on issues including healthcare, education and consumer protection, give her a record to build on. [6]
A wider wave of LGBTQ+ candidates won office
The results stretch well beyond two breakthrough races. The Washington Blade reported that a record number of LGBTQ+ lawmakers were elected to Congress, while GLAAD described the outcomes as a significant advance for LGBTQ+ representation. [2], [3]
Among the winners was Chris Pappas, elected to the US Senate from New Hampshire as its first openly gay senator. Other LGBTQ+ candidates also won congressional seats, adding more perspectives to a legislature where representation can shape which issues get heard and debated. [3], [4]
What these election wins mean for voters
A historic first is a milestone, not a policy programme. New lawmakers still have to build coalitions, navigate budgets and deliver on the practical concerns voters raised on the doorstep. That mix of symbolism and everyday accountability is what makes election night exciting, and the months after it consequential. [2], [3]
For voters following the change, the useful question is what comes next: which campaign priorities turn into bills, committee work or local services? Sarauw's delegate role, for instance, offers ways to influence legislation and advocate for the Virgin Islands even without a final House vote. [6]
The next chapter starts after election night
The scale of the wins makes the 2026 midterms a notable moment for LGBTQ+ representation in American politics. But representation isn't a finish line. It's the beginning of a public test: whether new office-holders can turn the trust placed in them into work their communities can feel. [2], [3]
There is something quietly powerful about a landmark becoming ordinary over time. The more voters see a wider range of people serving in office, the less unusual that sight may become. [2], [3]
Celebrate the milestone, then keep an eye on what these new representatives do with their mandates.
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