Venezuela LGBTIQ+ Violence: 198 Cases Reported in Nine Months
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A troubling picture emerges from Venezuela, where an LGBTQ+ rights organisation documented 198 cases of violence against LGBTI people between January and September. The figures include discriminatory speech, prejudice-based crimes and two killings, highlighting the risks people face in daily life and the urgent need for protection and accountability.
Essential Takeaways
198 cases recorded: The Venezuelan Observatory of LGBTIQ+ Violence counted incidents from January to September.
Discrimination was widespread: The total includes 150 instances of discriminatory speech and 22 discriminatory incidents.
Two people were killed: The organisation reported the deaths of a stylist and a 23-year-old trans woman.
Power was often involved: In 154 cases, alleged aggressors were people in positions of authority.
The call is for action: Recommendations include investigating abuses and making humanitarian responses inclusive of gender and diversity.
Nearly 200 cases point to a persistent pattern
The Venezuelan Observatory of LGBTIQ+ Violence recorded 198 cases affecting LGBTI people in the first nine months of the year. The tally includes 150 examples of discriminatory speech, 24 prejudice-based crimes, 22 discriminatory incidents, one disappearance and one episode of violence between people in the community. (2)
Those figures describe more than isolated incidents. The observatory says people continue to face structural vulnerability, from barriers to employment and harassment at school or work to rejection by family members and exclusion from some venues. (2)
The reported cases range from exclusion to killings
The organisation documented two killings by September: a stylist in Sucre state in May and a 23-year-old trans woman in Táchira state in August. The deaths underline the grave consequences of violence, while the wider tally captures the quieter, repeated forms of discrimination that can shape everyday life. (2)
The report also describes a May police raid on an LGBTI entertainment venue in Lara state, where 33 men were detained and allegedly extorted. Five officers were later detained as the Public Ministry announced an investigation, according to reporting by Infobae. (5)
Authority figures feature prominently in the tally
In 154 of the cases, the alleged aggressors were people in positions of power. The observatory separately recorded 13 cases involving state officials and 23 involving civilians, figures that show why accountability and access to complaint mechanisms matter. (2)
The organisation says last year's total was 372 cases. A change in the number recorded over time doesn't, on its own, show whether people's safety has improved; reporting access, documentation and the nature of the incidents all matter when interpreting a count. (2)
Everyday barriers help explain the wider picture
The observatory points to restrictions and unequal treatment affecting people in ordinary settings, including difficulties donating blood, access to jobs and entry to nightlife venues. It also highlights the strain of being required to use legal identification that doesn't reflect one's identity. (2)
These aren't abstract policy questions. When discrimination touches family life, work, healthcare and public spaces, the pressure can accumulate, making safeguards and support services especially important. (4)
What rights groups say should happen next
The observatory has called for an end to hate speech, investigations into abuses by state actors and stronger protection for civil society groups and activists. It also wants humanitarian responses to include gender and diversity considerations, rather than treating them as an afterthought. (2)
That request has particular weight when emergencies disrupt access to services and support. A response designed with different communities in mind is more likely to reach people who might otherwise be overlooked. (7)
For readers following LGBTQ+ rights in Venezuela, the key question is whether documentation leads to protection, investigation and meaningful change.
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