Sydney Mardi Gras Board Election Puts Trans Representation in Focus
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Sydney Mardi Gras members are choosing new directors in a closely watched board election, with activist group Pride in Protest campaigning for stronger trans representation and a more outspoken approach to advocacy. The result could shape how the much-loved parade balances its protest history, community priorities and organisational responsibilities.
Essential Takeaways
Four candidates: Pride in Protest is fielding Iris Street, Erin Moroney, Nikki Naidu and Jean Maxine.
A clear platform: The slate is calling for stronger trans rights advocacy and more community influence.
Other priorities: Treasurer Wendy Maloney highlights financial oversight, while co-chair Mits Delisle points to governance and creative opportunities.
Members decide: Directors serve two-year terms, with voting and AGM dates set out by Mardi Gras.
Trans representation takes centre stage
The Sydney Mardi Gras board race is about more than who gets a seat at the table. Pride in Protest's four-candidate slate wants the organisation to put trans rights and queer voices closer to the heart of its decisions. In a November interview, Iris Street described trans representation as a central reason for running. (Gay Express; Sydney Criminal Lawyers)
Street's candidate statement also calls for Mardi Gras to use its public profile more forcefully on trans rights. The slate's wider priorities include keeping police out of the parade and aligning the organisation with the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions campaign. (Gay Express; Sydney Criminal Lawyers)
A protest history, with present-day questions
Mardi Gras began as a protest, and candidates are now debating what that legacy should mean for the organisation today. Erin Moroney, who identifies as non-binary and transgender, has put community solidarity at the centre of their campaign and raised questions about the balance between advocacy and corporate sponsorship. (Gay Express; 3CR)
Nikki Naidu, who identifies as transfemme, has also called for trans and queer voices to shape decisions. These are substantial questions for a high-profile festival: who it represents, what it chooses to speak up about, and how its partnerships fit with its values. (Gay Express; Sydney Criminal Lawyers)
Members are weighing different board priorities
Pride in Protest isn't the only group of candidates offering a vision for Mardi Gras. Treasurer Wendy Maloney has emphasised financial oversight and governance, while co-chair Mits Delisle points to recent governance work and wants more space for community creativity and activism. (Gay Express)
That contrast makes the election a choice about both direction and stewardship. Members are weighing calls for louder advocacy against priorities such as sound governance and financial responsibility, all of which can shape how the organisation serves its community. (Gay Express; Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras)
What the election means for Kiwi festivalgoers
For New Zealand fans, the board race offers a reminder that the parade's public face is only part of the story. Decisions made by directors can influence how the organisation approaches advocacy, community participation and the traditions that give Mardi Gras its distinctive edge. (Gay Express; Minus18)
Members elect directors for two-year terms. Mardi Gras's AGM information sets out the meeting arrangements, so members should check the organisation's official page for the latest voting and meeting details before making plans. (Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras)
A board election may happen behind the scenes, but its choices can be felt all along the parade route.
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