Buenos Aires Travel Disruptions: What to Know This Saturday
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Buenos Aires is bracing for an unusually busy Saturday, with road closures linked to Pope Leo XIV's visit landing alongside the LGBT Pride March and football fixtures that could decide the league's annual title. If you're heading into Palermo, Recoleta or the city centre, expect diversions, security checks and crowds, and allow extra time to get around. [2], [4], [6], [7]
Essential takeaways
Expect extensive road closures: Security restrictions will affect parts of Palermo and Recoleta, with further closures around the Pride March route. [3], [4], [5]
Papal security runs for several days: The Pope's planned Buenos Aires itinerary includes stops across the city, with restricted areas around the Apostolic Nunciature and Palermo. [3], [7]
The Pride March starts in the morning: Activities are scheduled from 10am between Congress and Plaza de Mayo, with road restrictions beginning earlier. [4], [5]
Football could add another wave of crowds: Boca Juniors and Argentinos Juniors both have matches that may decide the annual table, with celebrations possible in different neighbourhoods. [6]
Saturday brings a tricky mix of crowds and closures
Buenos Aires has a lot competing for space this Saturday: papal security, a major Pride event and high-stakes football. The result is a city where a short drive could turn into a slow crawl, particularly around Palermo, Recoleta and the centre. [2], [4], [6], [7]
The road restrictions connected to the Pope's visit have been building since earlier in the week, with closures affecting Avenida del Libertador and surrounding streets. A security perimeter is also planned around the Nunciature in Recoleta and across parts of Palermo, so even local trips may need a little extra planning. [3], [7]
Pope Leo XIV's visit means checks as well as diversions
The Pope is expected to arrive at Aeroparque Jorge Newbery on Sunday afternoon, followed by a series of visits around Buenos Aires on Sunday and Monday. His itinerary includes the Monument to General San Martín, the Casa Rosada, the Monument to the Spaniards, the Catholic University of Argentina and the Cathedral. [3], [7]
Access within restricted areas may be controlled, with residents and visitors expected to show documentation relevant to their address or accommodation. If you're staying at a hotel inside a restricted zone, keep your booking details handy and check local guidance before setting off. [3], [7]
A useful rule of thumb is to avoid assuming that a familiar route will remain open. Road access around Avenida del Libertador and the security perimeters may change as preparations progress, so check updates and consider public transport or walking where practical. [3], [7]
Pride March closures affect the city centre
The 35th LGBT Pride March is scheduled to begin at 10am between Congress and Plaza de Mayo, with political demands, a fair and free performances on the programme. The event comes after a reported attack on trans women in Palermo, giving this year's gathering an especially pointed backdrop. [4], [5]
Closures are due to start early, with restrictions around Avenida de Mayo, Lima and Cerrito from 5am. Further streets are expected to close from 7am, and the restricted area will expand from midday around Avenida Corrientes, Ayacucho, Avenida Belgrano and Avenida 9 de Julio. [4], [5]
That means the centre could be difficult to cross even for people who aren't attending. If you are meeting friends, choose a clear landmark and allow time for a longer walk; street access can change as crowds grow and the march progresses. [4], [5]
Football could bring more supporters onto the streets
Three matches are scheduled for 5.30pm as the annual league table reaches its decisive stage. Boca Juniors play Defensa y Justicia, while Argentinos Juniors face Huracán in Buenos Aires; another fixture takes place in Rosario. [6]
If Boca take the title, celebrations could draw supporters towards the Obelisk, while an Argentinos triumph is expected to bring activity to La Paternal. Authorities are also preparing to manage any overlap with Pride March crowds, so the evening may bring fresh restrictions after the daytime events. [6]
For visitors, this is a good day to keep plans flexible. Check transport and road updates before leaving, and don't count on driving straight through the city's busiest areas. [4], [6], [7]
A little planning will make the day easier
The events are happening for very different reasons, but they share one practical consequence: busy streets and changing access. A flexible route, extra travel time and a quick check of official updates can make the difference between a relaxed outing and a frustrating wait. [3], [4], [6], [7]
If you're heading to the march or a match, plan your journey around the event rather than through it. And if you live or are staying inside a security perimeter, keep any required identification or hotel reservation details close to hand. [3], [4], [5]
Give yourself extra time, check the latest local guidance and be ready to change route.
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