Buenos Aires Traffic Disruptions: How to Get Around on Saturday

[image: ]
Buenos Aires is set for a busy Saturday, with the Pride March, security preparations for Pope Leo XIV’s visit and potentially decisive football matches all affecting movement around the city. If you’re driving, travelling by bus or heading into the centre, checking closures before you leave could save you a slow, frustrating journey.
Essential takeaways
Several events overlap: The Pride March, papal security arrangements and three football fixtures are expected to affect traffic.
Central streets will close: March-related restrictions begin early, with further closures planned around midday.
Palermo and Recoleta face security controls: Restrictions are tied to the Pope’s visit and are expected to continue into the following week.
Football could bring evening crowds: Boca or Argentinos Juniors may have reason to celebrate, with the Obelisk and La Paternal among the anticipated gathering spots.
Saturday brings a rare traffic triple-header
The city’s streets are facing a busy day, with the Pride March bringing crowds into the centre while security preparations for Pope Leo XIV and football fixtures add pressure elsewhere. It’s the sort of Saturday when a familiar route can suddenly become a detour, so checking the latest traffic information before setting off is particularly worthwhile. (Sources: Buenos Aires City Government; La Nación; C5N; TyC Sports; Infobae)
The Pope is due to arrive at Aeroparque Jorge Newbery on Sunday, but road restrictions linked to his visit are already being introduced. According to the Buenos Aires City Government, controls and closures affect areas of Palermo and Recoleta, with the security perimeter expected to remain in place until Wednesday. (Sources: Buenos Aires City Government; La Nación; El País)
Pride March closures will reshape the city centre
The 35th Pride March is scheduled to begin at 10am on Saturday, with activity between Congress and Plaza de Mayo. C5N and TyC Sports report that road closures start earlier, from 5am, affecting sections of Avenida de Mayo, Cerrito and Lima, with additional restrictions introduced from 7am. (Sources: C5N; TyC Sports)
From midday, restrictions are expected to widen around Avenida Corrientes, Ayacucho, Avenida Belgrano and Avenida 9 de Julio. If you’re going to the march, travelling by public transport or walking from outside the closure zone may be easier than trying to get close by car. (Sources: C5N; TyC Sports)
Papal security controls extend beyond Sunday
The Pope’s itinerary includes events in Buenos Aires on Sunday and Monday, with appearances planned at several city landmarks. The Vatican itinerary reported by El País places the visit across multiple locations, while the city’s guidance sets out security arrangements and restricted areas around the programme. (Sources: El País; Buenos Aires City Government)
For residents and visitors in affected parts of Palermo and Recoleta, access may depend on showing proof of address or a hotel booking, alongside the relevant entry pass where required. Check the official city information before travelling into the restricted area, particularly if you need to reach a home, hotel or car park. (Sources: Buenos Aires City Government; La Nación)
Football could add another wave of evening crowds
Three matches are due to help decide the Liga Profesional’s annual table, including Boca versus Defensa y Justicia and Argentinos Juniors versus Huracán in Buenos Aires. Infobae reports that the title picture could prompt celebrations after the matches, with a possible gathering at the Obelisk if Boca wins and celebrations in La Paternal if Argentinos takes the honours. (Source: Infobae)
That makes the evening worth planning around, even if you’re not heading to a match. Leave extra time for journeys near likely gathering points, and check for fresh police or traffic updates before setting off; a possible celebration can change the feel of a neighbourhood quickly. (Sources: Infobae; La Nación)
A little planning can make the day easier
For central destinations, consider walking between nearby stops or using public transport where practical, and avoid assuming a main avenue will remain open just because it’s usually a direct route. Event schedules and security operations can change, so official city updates are the best place to confirm what’s happening before you travel. (Sources: Buenos Aires City Government; C5N; TyC Sports)
If you’re driving into Palermo or Recoleta, check whether your destination falls inside the security perimeter and what documents you’ll need to enter. For everyone else, leaving extra time and choosing a route away from the event zones may be the simplest way to keep Saturday on track. (Sources: Buenos Aires City Government; La Nación)
A quick route check could make a crowded Saturday feel far more manageable.
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