Best Queer Culture Picks: Why Club Kid Stands Out

[image: ]
Queer pop culture has been busy, but Club Kid is the release giving the week its emotional pull. Jordan Firstman’s film brings party life, chosen family and growing up into the same frame, while interviews and reviews offer a closer look at the people and ideas behind it. Here’s why this queer film is worth keeping on your radar.
Club Kid is more than a party-night comedy
Club Kid may look like a film about queer nightlife, but its story reaches beyond the dance floor. The Daily Beast describes it as more than a gay take on Big Daddy, while The Guardian’s review considers how Jordan Firstman’s film handles the life around its central character. [2], [7]
That broader view helps explain why the film has drawn attention: its club setting isn’t just a backdrop for glitter and late nights. It gives the story room to consider growing up, responsibility and the relationships people build for themselves. [2], [7]
Jordan Firstman brings a personal touch
Firstman wrote, directed and stars in Club Kid, bringing several roles together in one project. The Los Angeles Times included the film in its preview of A24’s autumn slate, and Film at Lincoln Center spoke with Firstman and members of the cast about the production. [4], [6]
There’s something appealing about a filmmaker taking on so much of a project, especially when the subject is a community and a social world they know closely. It can give a film a distinctive point of view, even as its ensemble adds new energy around the central character. [4], [6]
The ensemble gives the film its spark
Club Kid’s cast includes Cara Delevingne, Alaska, Miss Benny and Saturn Risin9. Marie Claire’s interview with Alaska, Riley, Miss Benny and Saturn Risin9 offers a closer look at the performers behind the film’s colourful group of characters. [3]
And that mix of established names and personalities with their own devoted followings is part of the appeal. A strong ensemble can make a nightlife story feel less like a solitary trip through the after-hours and more like a whole, messy community. [3], [6]
What early reviews suggest about Club Kid
The early coverage points to a film with both comic touches and more serious interests. The Daily Beast’s framing pushes back against treating Club Kid as merely a gay spin on a familiar comedy, while The Guardian’s review gives readers another perspective on Firstman’s approach. [2], [7]
That combination makes it a promising pick for viewers who want queer cinema with more on its mind than a good party. If you’re deciding whether it belongs on your watchlist, the cast interviews and reviews offer a useful first taste without giving away the experience. [2], [3], [7]
A fresh queer film to keep in view
Club Kid arrives amid a wider appetite for stories that take queer life seriously while still making room for humour, eccentric characters and social chaos. The film’s cast and its inclusion in A24’s autumn preview suggest it’s one to watch as more viewers look for distinctive LGBTQ+ stories on screen. [3], [4], [6]
It’s a welcome reminder that queer nightlife can be a setting for tenderness and growing pains, not just a string of fabulous outfits. Keep Club Kid on your list if you’re after a film with a lively ensemble and a little more heart beneath the club lights. [2], [7]
A good night out can make a story sparkle, but the people in it are what stay with you.
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