West Hollywood Polyamorous Partnership Registry: What It Offers
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West Hollywood has approved a domestic partnership registry for people in polyamorous relationships, giving groups of three or more adults a way to formally record their commitment. The move brings some practical protections around housing and visits to healthcare facilities and jails, though it doesn’t provide the legal status or rights of marriage.
A formal record for polyamorous relationships
West Hollywood’s new registry lets groups of three or more adults record a consensual romantic or committed relationship with the city clerk. Applicants must show that everyone agrees to register and that the partners aren’t related by blood, according to the Los Angeles Times and LAist. [2][3]
The change offers a useful bit of recognition, but it’s not a shortcut to marriage rights. The ordinance creates a local record and sets out specific protections; it doesn’t make a polycule a state domestic partnership or give partners the same legal standing as spouses. [2][5]
What the registry changes in practice
One of the clearest provisions concerns visits. Healthcare facilities and jails within the city’s jurisdiction must allow all registered partners of a patient or inmate to visit, according to the ordinance. [4][5]
The measure also extends housing protections and other benefits to registered polycules. That matters in the everyday places where relationships can be overlooked, from a home to a hospital waiting room. [3][5]
Registration can reach beyond city limits
People don’t have to live within West Hollywood to register their relationship, the Los Angeles Times reported. Advocates say an official city record may help partners explain their family structure to organisations such as schools and hospitals outside the city, though the ordinance doesn’t automatically require those organisations to recognise it. [2][6]
That distinction is worth keeping in mind. A registry can offer clarity and a document to point to, but it isn’t a blanket guarantee that every institution will treat a multi-partner relationship in the same way. [2][5]
A local shift, not a nationwide change
The City Council approved the ordinance unanimously, according to local reporting and the council agenda. West Hollywood had also moved earlier this year to prohibit discrimination against people in polyamorous relationships. [3][4][6]
The city joins Somerville and Cambridge in Massachusetts in extending domestic partnership registration to polycules. Other US cities, including Portland, Berkeley and Seattle, have adopted protections against discrimination, but the rules vary from place to place. [1][6][7]
What interested partners should check
For anyone considering registration, the practical first step is to contact the West Hollywood city clerk and confirm the current filing requirements. It’s sensible to ask what documents are needed and how the city’s record may be used, especially if partners hope to show it to a hospital, school or housing provider. [4][5]
The ordinance is a local measure, so partners should seek qualified legal advice before relying on it for decisions involving healthcare, housing or finances. Recognition matters, but knowing exactly what a document does - and doesn’t do - matters too. [2][5]
West Hollywood’s registry offers a formal foothold, while leaving broader legal recognition as a separate question. [2][3]
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