Venezuela’s LGBTIQ+ Violence Report: 198 Cases in Nine Months
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A new report on LGBTIQ+ violence in Venezuela records at least 198 cases between January and September, including discriminatory speech, prejudice-based offences and two killings. The findings highlight the risks faced by people across the country, from barriers at work and in public spaces to alleged abuses by officials, and underline calls for stronger protections.
Essential Takeaways
198 cases recorded: The Venezuelan Observatory of LGBTIQ+ Violence documented incidents from January to September.
Discrimination was widespread: The tally includes 150 instances of discriminatory speech, 24 prejudice-based crimes and 22 discriminatory incidents.
Two people were killed: The report documents the killings of a stylist in Sucre state and a 23-year-old trans woman in Táchira.
Power was a factor: The observatory says people in positions of power were identified as aggressors in 154 cases.
Rights remain restricted: The report points to barriers involving marriage, identity documents and blood donation.
Venezuela’s 198 reported cases paint a stark picture
The figures are more than a tally. They describe a climate in which discrimination can reach into family life, school, work and nightlife, while some people also face serious risks from those with authority. The observatory’s count covers January to September and includes both discriminatory speech and acts of violence.
Of the cases recorded, 150 involved discriminatory speech, 24 were classified as prejudice-based crimes and 22 as discriminatory incidents. The organisation also documented one disappearance and one episode of violence between members of the LGBTIQ+ community, according to reporting by Infobae and EFE. [3]
The two killings reported over the period involved a stylist found at his home in Sucre state in May, and a 23-year-old trans woman killed at a nightlife venue in Táchira in August. Their deaths underline the human cost behind statistics that can otherwise feel distant. [3]
The Lara raid brought allegations of police abuse
In May, 33 men were detained during a raid on an LGBTIQ+ entertainment venue in Lara state. Those affected said police accused them of committing the supposed “crime of homosexuality” and extorted them, according to reporting by Swissinfo and TalCual. [5], [6]
Venezuela’s Public Ministry later announced an investigation, and five police officers were detained. The case brought renewed attention to concerns about police conduct and the vulnerability of people targeted because of their sexual orientation or gender identity. [5]
The observatory also reported that aggressors were people in positions of power in 154 cases. It recorded 23 incidents involving civilians and 13 involving state officials, categories that show why accountability is central to the organisation’s demands. [3]
Everyday discrimination can close off ordinary choices
The report describes discrimination in familiar settings: rejection within families, harassment by classmates or colleagues, and difficulty getting into nightclubs or finding work. It also lists barriers to donating blood, a restriction affecting gay men, among the wider limits on equal treatment. [3]
Trans people face a separate legal obstacle: they may be required to use identity documents bearing a name that does not reflect who they are. Same-sex couples also lack the right to marry in Venezuela, according to the report. These restrictions can turn routine tasks into repeated negotiations over recognition and dignity. [3], [7]
For anyone documenting discrimination, practical details matter. Keeping a dated record of what happened, saving messages or other evidence, and seeking support from a trusted organisation can help when considering whether to report an incident. The Venezuelan organisation No Más Discriminación provides information and resources on discrimination. [4]
Humanitarian response and civic space matter too
The observatory warned of a lack of humanitarian projects and programmes designed with LGBTIQ+ and gender perspectives after a devastating double earthquake in June. When emergency support overlooks people’s specific needs, those already facing exclusion can be left with fewer safe routes to help. [3]
Its recommendations include ending hate speech, investigating alleged state abuses, protecting civic space for organisations and activists, and incorporating gender and diversity into humanitarian responses. These are broad demands, but they speak to something practical: protection depends not only on laws, but also on whether people can seek help without fear. [3], [7]
Hundreds of people protested in Caracas on 31 October, calling for recognition of LGBTIQ+ rights. That public action offered a visible reminder that, alongside the risks documented in the report, people continue to organise and press for change. [3]
The next step is turning evidence into protection
The observatory recorded 372 cases of violence in the previous year, and says the conditions behind this year’s cases remain entrenched. Its figures are a reminder that tracking incidents is only a starting point; investigations, protections and equal access to services must follow. [3]
The key question now is whether the report’s recommendations lead to concrete action, particularly where alleged abuses involve people in positions of power. For people facing discrimination, safer communities depend on institutions taking complaints seriously and making support accessible. [3], [7]
It’s a small step to listen and speak up, but lasting safety takes accountability.
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