Sixteen LGBTQ+ Latine Women Leaders Honoured in San Francisco
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A sold-out celebration of LGBTQ+ Latine women leaders and allies brought music, community and a sense of occasion to San Francisco’s Mission District. Held at CANA, the second annual event recognised 16 honourees while raising funds for Somos Familia, linking a lively night out with support for a Bay Area organisation.
A packed Mission District room put community in the spotlight
Sixteen LGBTQ+ Latine women leaders and allies were recognised at a sold-out gathering at CANA in San Francisco’s Mission District. The evening combined award presentations with music, conversation and a warm, colourful setting, making the celebration feel as much like a reunion as a formal ceremony. (Sources: [2], [3], [4])
The event was co-emceed by Olga Talamante and Rev. Miguel Bustos, with support from Viviana “Viva” Paredes, a previous year’s honouree. CANA, short for Cultura y Arte Nativa de las Americas, provided a fitting home for a night centred on culture and community. (Sources: [2], [3], [4])
Sixteen honourees brought different talents to the stage
The recipients included Vanessa Camarena-Arredondo, María Cora, Baylee DeCastro, Diane Felix, Tisha Floratos-Silano and Dr. Estela Reyes Garcia, alongside ten other honourees. Their varied work and contributions were reflected in the evening’s mix of speeches, recognition and performances. (Sources: [2], [3])
Some of the honourees are musicians, and a few sang during their acceptance speeches. DJ Olga T kept the room moving, while local elected officials and representatives from San Francisco city offices presented honours. It’s a lovely reminder that recognition can be both heartfelt and, when the music’s right, genuinely joyful. (Sources: [2], [3])
Music, remembrance and a spirited night out
The timing gave the gathering extra resonance: it fell just before Halloween and Election Day, and during a week of remembrance for labour leader Dolores Huerta. The closing Two-Spirit ceremony, led by Jess Santos, recognised the legacy of honouree Dr. Estela Reyes Garcia and also honoured Huerta. (Sources: [2], [3], [7])
There was plenty of celebration alongside the reflection. Guests enjoyed food from Sabores Komali, drinks from event sponsors and decorations that included papel picado, flowers, candlelit arrangements and pan de muerto for El Día de los Muertos. The result sounds less like a standard awards night and more like a gathering shaped by its people. (Sources: [2], [3])
The event also raised funds for Somos Familia
The celebration benefited both the San Francisco Bay Times and Somos Familia, a Bay Area organisation serving LGBTQ+ families. That fundraising element gave the evening a practical purpose beyond the honours themselves, connecting community visibility with support for local work. (Sources: [2], [3], [5])
For anyone planning a community event, the night offers a simple lesson: a clear cause, a welcoming venue and room for people to bring their own talents can make recognition feel meaningful rather than ceremonial. The organisers planned to present the fundraising proceeds to Somos Familia representatives at a later holiday gathering. (Sources: [2], [3], [5])
A celebration that made space for joy and reflection
The event’s appeal lay in holding several things together: public recognition, cultural expression, fundraising and remembrance. With leaders from across the LGBTQ+ community in attendance, the sold-out gathering showed how an awards evening can become a broader expression of connection. (Sources: [2], [3])
And while no ceremony can capture everything its honourees contribute, a room full of music, conversation and shared history is a good place to start. (Sources: [2], [3])
A bright night in the Mission, with recognition that carried beyond the room.
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