Six Trans Candidates Make History in US State Legislatures
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Voters have sent six transgender and nonbinary candidates into state legislatures where no trans person had previously been elected. From Georgia to Washington, their wins mark a striking shift in representation, while campaigns focused on everyday concerns such as healthcare, wages and housing show how candidates made their case beyond identity alone.
Six firsts, and a landmark result in Washington
The results bring new representation to statehouses across the US. Bentley Hudgins is set to become Georgia's first nonbinary lawmaker, while Joanna Whaley will be Michigan's first trans legislator. Allison Montgomery won in Alabama, Dina Nina Martinez-Rutherford in Wisconsin, and Jaelynn Scott in Washington. Scott's victory also makes her the first openly Black trans state legislator elected in the country, according to Seattle Gay News.
The wins weren't confined to legislative races. In Florida, Quinnie Perez is projected to take a seat on the Orange County Soil and Water Conservation District, becoming the first trans woman elected in the state. It's a local role with limited formal power, but the milestone adds another dimension to an election already rich in historic firsts.
Their campaigns put daily concerns front and centre
A common thread ran through many of the successful campaigns: candidates spoke about practical issues that affect people's lives. Hudgins highlighted affordability, healthcare access and civil rights; Whaley campaigned on fair wages, job training and the cost of utilities and medical debt. Martinez-Rutherford made affordable housing, healthcare and wages central to her pitch.
Montgomery also called for better healthcare access and stronger workers' rights, alongside an end to Alabama's grocery tax. And in Washington, Scott focused on universal healthcare and affordability. These agendas don't make identity irrelevant; they show how candidates connected their experiences to wider policy questions voters face.
Local victories carry wider political weight
The races unfolded in states with very different political landscapes. Some candidates won in heavily Democratic districts, while others faced tougher contests. In Michigan, Whaley won with 63 per cent of the vote, according to Ballotpedia's election coverage. In Washington, Scott's victory was a landslide, with Seattle Gay News reporting that she secured 88 per cent.
The scale of a win matters, but so does who gets to take part in governing. These victories expand LGBTQ+ representation in state legislatures at a time when transgender rights are a fiercely contested political issue. They also put candidates with varied professional and personal backgrounds in positions to shape debates about work, healthcare and the cost of living.
History-making isn't the whole story
Several transgender candidates who didn't win still broke ground by running in difficult districts or becoming the first Democrats in years to contest a seat. Their campaigns suggest that political participation can grow even when the odds are steep. The Advocate's election coverage also follows the broader field of transgender and nonbinary candidates in the 2026 midterms.
That distinction matters: an election can produce a historic result without every barrier disappearing. Candidates may still face public scrutiny tied to their identity, while winning office is only the start of turning campaign promises into policy. Still, the successful campaigns offer a reminder that voters can respond to a candidate's plans for their community, not only the headlines around them.
What these results could mean next
The new lawmakers will enter state politics with different priorities and constituencies, so there's no single blueprint for what comes next. Much will depend on the balance of power in each legislature, as well as the practical work of building coalitions and advancing bills.
For voters, the takeaway is simple: representation and policy aren't separate conversations. These candidates made history while also asking for support on familiar concerns, from medical costs to wages and housing. That combination may be the most durable part of their victories.
It's a landmark election, and the work now moves from winning votes to serving communities.
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