San Francisco LGBTQ Events Honour AIDS History and Community
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San Francisco’s LGBTQ community has been gathering to celebrate its history and support vital causes, from a fundraiser at the former Trocadero to a tribute to AIDS pioneer Dr Marcus Conant. These events bring together nightlife, advocacy and remembrance, showing how local institutions continue to turn community spirit into practical support and lasting recognition.
Essential Takeaways
ALRP fundraiser: The AIDS Legal Referral Panel’s reception raised funds through auctions and celebrated legal advocates.
Historic venue: The event took place at The Grand, once known as the Trocadero.
Community pageant: San Francisco’s Imperial Court held its 54th annual Gay Pageant, with four new titleholders.
Conant’s legacy: A UCSF endowment honours the physician’s work and backs early-career research in HIV dermatology and LGBTQ health.
The Trocadero returns as a place to give back
A mirrored ball can bring a dance floor rushing back to mind, even if the details are a little hazy. At The Grand, the former Trocadero, guests gathered for the AIDS Legal Referral Panel’s annual reception, where a lively evening of food, drinks and auctions helped raise money for legal services.
According to the AIDS Legal Referral Panel, its reception supports the organisation’s work assisting people affected by HIV and AIDS. The night also recognised Kathleen Hartnett with the Bill Hirsh Award for her legal career, while Olympic champion Greg Louganis received the Clint Hockenberry Award for speaking out against hostility towards people with AIDS.
That mix of celebration and practical support feels especially fitting. Legal problems rarely arrive at a convenient moment, and having specialist help available can make a frightening situation feel more manageable.
San Francisco’s Gay Pageant celebrates a long tradition
The Imperial Court’s 54th annual Mr./Miss/Ms./Mx. Gay Pageant brought contestants, titleholders and supporters together at The Café. The Imperial Council’s events calendar reflects a continuing programme of community gatherings, with the pageant offering a particularly colourful showcase of local talent.
Contestants competed in opening presentations, talent and glamour or self-expression categories. The varied format made room for more than gowns and dramatic reveals, including spoken word and performances with a message.
The evening ended with four new titleholders: Miss Gay Luz Lips, Mr. Gay Dragon, Ms. Gay Jackie J and Mx. Gay Inal Anqa. For a pageant with more than five decades of history, gathering former titleholders on stage offered a striking reminder that this isn't simply a contest. It's a living thread connecting generations of San Francisco's LGBTQ community.
Dr Marcus Conant’s legacy lives on at UCSF
A separate gathering at Foreign Cinema honoured Dr Marcus Conant, an early AIDS physician who helped shape care during a time marked by uncertainty and stigma. The San Francisco Bay Times reported that the event unveiled an artistic tribute to Conant and recognised his role in the city’s AIDS history.
UCSF established the Marcus Conant, MD Endowment for HIV Dermatology and LGBTQ Health in his honour. The university says the fund supports early-career researchers studying skin diseases affecting people living with HIV and LGBTQ individuals.
That research focus makes the memorial more than a look backwards. It links Conant’s pioneering work with the next generation of clinicians and researchers, helping keep compassionate, evidence-led care moving forward.
Why community fundraising still matters
The reception for ALRP and the Conant endowment show two sides of community support: direct help for people who need legal services, and investment in research and health care. The settings may be a historic dance venue or a restaurant gathering, but both make room for people to connect around shared priorities.
For anyone looking to get involved, a useful first step is to visit the organisations’ official websites and check their current programmes, events and donation options. Support doesn't have to begin with a grand gesture; turning up, sharing reliable information or making a contribution can all help sustain local work.
And in a city with such a rich history of LGBTQ organising, remembrance feels most powerful when it leads to action. These events make that connection visible, with a little sparkle along the way.
Closing Line
San Francisco’s celebrations show how remembrance, advocacy and community can share the same room.
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