Queer Women’s Election Wins: A Closer Look at Historic Results
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Voters have returned queer women to office and sent new LGBTQ+ leaders into public life, making this election a significant moment for representation. From governor’s races to Congress and state politics, the results show how established office-holders and first-time history-makers are shaping the political landscape. Here’s what the wins mean, and why representation still has room to grow.
Essential Takeaways
Historic representation: Sarah McBride’s election made her the first transgender member of Congress.
Statewide milestones: Maura Healey and Tina Kotek were re-elected as governors, while Kim Ahern became Rhode Island’s first openly LGBTQ+ statewide elected official.
Congressional gains: Queer women won or held seats across several states, including California, New York and Washington.
More work ahead: LGBTQ+ advocates say elected representation remains far below the community’s share of the US population.
Queer women’s election wins mark a milestone
The results brought a vivid mix of continuity and change: experienced politicians held their ground, while newcomers made history. Sarah McBride’s win in Delaware was a landmark, making her the first transgender person elected to Congress and, later, the first trans member re-elected to the chamber.
Other victories added to a growing roster of queer women in public office. Sharice Davids, Becca Balint and Emily Randall won re-election, while Marni von Wilpert, Cait Conley and JoAnna Mendoza flipped seats. In the US Virgin Islands, Janelle Sarauw was elected as delegate, becoming the first openly LGBTQ+ person from the territory to hold that role.
Governors and statewide races show staying power
Massachusetts governor Maura Healey and Oregon governor Tina Kotek both secured re-election. Their victories underline that queer representation isn’t only about firsts; it’s also about voters choosing to keep LGBTQ+ leaders in office.
Healey and Kotek made history when they were first elected in the same year as the first lesbian governors in US history. Meanwhile, Kim Ahern’s election as Rhode Island attorney general marked a separate statewide milestone: she became the state’s first openly LGBTQ+ statewide elected official.
A broader map of representation
The wins reached well beyond a single region or level of government. Davids, a member of the Ho-Chunk Nation, has been a trailblazer as one of the first Indigenous women elected to Congress and the first LGBTQ+ Native American in the chamber. Randall’s victory also maintained her place as the first queer Latine woman elected to Congress.
State politics matter, too. The Associated Press reported on transgender representation in New Hampshire’s political landscape, while Axios covered Jaelynn Scott’s election to Washington state’s 37th District. Together, the results point to a wider shift: representation is being shaped in local and state races as well as in Congress.
Why the numbers still matter
A historic election can still leave a sizeable gap. LGBTQ+ Victory Fund president and chief executive Evan Law said that, before the election, LGBTQ+ people held 0.26 per cent of elected positions, despite 9.3 per cent of US adults identifying as LGBTQ+. The figures put the celebratory headlines in perspective: more wins don’t automatically mean equal representation.
That’s why candidates’ success can matter beyond the individual race. A wider range of people in office can bring more lived experience into debates and help make future runs feel more possible. But a single election can’t do the whole job; building a stronger pipeline of candidates takes time and support.
What to watch after election day
The next test is whether these victories translate into sustained influence and more opportunities for others to run. Re-elections give established lawmakers time to build on their work, while first-time office-holders bring fresh voices into institutions that have often lacked them.
There’s also something quietly powerful about a political “first” becoming a familiar part of public life. The milestone matters, but so does the day after it, when voters and communities get to see what these leaders do with the platform they’ve earned.
It's a landmark set of wins, and a reminder that representation is built one election at a time.
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