Oak Lawn Fashion Week Brings Queer Designers to Dallas
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Fashion is heading to Cedar Springs Road, where Oak Lawn Fashion Week puts queer creativity centre stage. The four-day Dallas event brings together designers, models, performers and drag artists for runway shows and red-carpet moments, with a community fundraiser at its heart. It’s a chance to see fashion shaped by the people who don’t always get the spotlight.
Essential Takeaways
A four-day programme: Oak Lawn Fashion Week was planned for bars and venues along Cedar Springs Road in Dallas.
Queer representation is the point: Organisers set out to create a platform with queer designers, models, performers and production teams.
A lively line-up: The announcement named more than 30 performers and musical acts, alongside 15 designers.
Drag stars on the bill: Laganja Estranja, Utica and Raja O’Hara were announced as hosts.
Community roots: The event was conceived as a fundraiser for Pride in Dallas.
Oak Lawn steps onto the fashion-week circuit
Oak Lawn Fashion Week brings runway glamour to Cedar Springs Road, with shows, red-carpet arrivals and models across a range of identities and body types. Rather than treating inclusivity as a side note, the event was designed around queer participation from the start. [2], [3]
That idea grew from a simple observation: queer people help make fashion happen, yet their work and perspectives aren't always represented together on the runway. Mindy May, the event's chair and general manager of Sue Ellen's, described the project as a way to channel that energy into the local community and support Pride in Dallas. [2]
From one packed runway to a wider platform
The event followed the first Queer the Runway show at Sue Ellen's, which drew a full house and helped build momentum for a broader fashion programme. Organisers also pointed to appearances at the Pride Block Party at the Dallas Museum of Art and other club events as signs of growing interest. [2], [7]
For Love Jones Monroe, co-founder of Queer the Runway, the distinction matters: a show can include queer people without being created and run by a queer team. Oak Lawn Fashion Week aims to bring designers, casting, models and production together under one community-led banner. [2], [4]
Designers, performers and drag on the bill
The announced line-up promised more than 30 performing artists and musical acts, with 15 designers showcasing their work. Laganja Estranja, Utica and Raja O'Hara were named among the featured drag artists, giving the shows a dose of theatrical flair alongside the clothes. [2], [3]
The programme was built to feel like a series of connected nights rather than a single formal runway. Queer the Runway's event listings offer a related way to follow the organisers' work and check event details. [4], [5], [6]
Why a local queer fashion week matters
Fashion weeks often look global from the outside, but the people creating the clothes, styling the shows and walking the runway come from specific communities. A local event can make those connections visible, while giving emerging designers and performers a room full of people who understand the references. [2], [3]
And there’s something refreshing about taking fashion out of the usual industry capitals. Oak Lawn's bars and venues offer a more intimate setting, where the audience can feel close to the action rather than watching from a distant seat. [2], [3]
How to follow the event
If you're planning to attend, check the current event listings before setting off. The opening ceremony and finale listing, along with the ticket pages, can help confirm timings, access details and any changes to the programme. [3], [4], [6]
For anyone new to the scene, Queer the Runway is a useful place to start: its event pages show how the project has developed beyond its first show. The Pride Block Party at the Dallas Museum of Art also offers context for the organisers' wider community connections. [4], [5], [7]
A local runway can make a big statement, especially when the community gets to shape the whole show.
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