Goirle Rainbow Flag Hate Case: What the Complaint Means
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Goirle is taking action after a swastika made from rainbow flags appeared in comments on the Dutch town's social media. The response goes beyond removing an offensive image: the council plans to report it to police and bring local schools, sports clubs and community groups into conversations about LGBTQ+ acceptance.
Goirle says the symbol crossed a line
A swastika assembled from rainbow flags is a disturbing image, and Goirle's council says it won't simply look away. After the town shared a photo of its rainbow flag for Coming Out Day, the post attracted hostile comments, including the image, which has since been removed.
The council plans to report the incident to police as group insult. The announcement marks a shift from moderating an online post to asking authorities to assess whether the material warrants criminal follow-up.
How a Coming Out Day post drew backlash
Goirle raised the rainbow flag outside its town hall on 10 October, marking Coming Out Day, and shared a photograph on social media with a message that everyone belongs in Goirle and Riel. The post instead drew a wave of disapproving responses, many apparently from outside the town.
Some comments remain visible, while the swastika image was taken down. The contrast is stark: a civic gesture intended to express welcome became a platform for hostility.
A council motion puts acceptance on the agenda
The council's response also includes a motion called "Safe to be yourself", adopted by the municipal executive after five political groups backed it. The motion commits the town to actively speaking with schools, sports clubs and community organisations about acceptance of LGBTQ+ people.
That matters because online abuse rarely stays neatly confined to a screen. Regular conversations in places where people learn, play and meet can help make inclusion feel like a shared responsibility rather than a slogan on a flag.
What a police report can, and can't, do
A report to police doesn't by itself mean anyone has been charged or that a court has found an offence. It asks authorities to consider the material and decide what action, if any, is appropriate.
There is precedent in the Netherlands for legal consequences involving attacks on rainbow flags. In a separate Wageningen case, the Public Prosecution Service announced fines over stealing and setting fire to a rainbow flag. The circumstances differ, but the case underlines why authorities may treat targeted acts against these symbols seriously.
The next step is conversation, not just removal
Taking down the image may stop it circulating on the town's own page, but it doesn't undo the message or address the climate around it. Goirle's planned discussions with local organisations offer a more durable response, even if that work is quieter and less visible than a police report.
For residents, the episode is a reminder that a rainbow flag can be both a simple sign of welcome and a flashpoint. The real test will be whether the town's commitment to safety is felt in everyday spaces as well as stated online.
It's a small flag, but the message behind it deserves a much bigger conversation.
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