Best South Florida events in November: culture, food and theatre
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South Florida's November events calendar is packed with reasons to get out, from a water-inspired concert and a joyful Day of the Dead celebration to big Broadway shows and a free international food festival. For Fort Lauderdale and nearby communities, this fortnight offers an easy mix of live arts, local flavour and memorable nights out.
Essential takeaways
A concert with atmosphere: The South Florida Pride Concert Band's Waves and Wanderers explores musical landscapes inspired by rain, rivers and oceans.
A free cultural celebration: Downtown Day of the Dead honours Mexican traditions with remembrance, music, colour and food.
Broadway comes south: Touring productions of Hamilton and Spamalot bring two very different musical-theatre experiences to the region.
A low-cost food adventure: Riverwalk's International Food Festival is free to enter, with each food vendor offering at least one $5 item.
South Florida's November calendar has a lively rhythm
The fortnight opens with a lovely change of pace: Waves and Wanderers, a South Florida Pride Concert Band programme that treats water as both setting and storyteller. Expect music inspired by rain, rivers and oceans, moving between calmer passages and more powerful, expansive moments. The performance is scheduled for 7pm at The Parker, according to the venue. [2]
There's a distinctly different kind of gathering at Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale's Downtown Day of the Dead. The free event celebrates Día de los Muertos as a time for joyful remembrance, with the tradition's emphasis on keeping loved ones' stories alive through colour, music and food. Registration is optional, but Riverwalk says it can help organisers share event updates. [3]
A classic tragedy, reimagined for a modern audience
For theatre-goers drawn to sharper edges, Thinking Cap Theatre is presenting a contemporary take on Hamlet at Hollywood Central Performing Arts Center. The production puts grief, betrayal and the search for justice at the centre of Shakespeare's familiar story, giving the centuries-old drama a distinctly present-day frame. [4]
And the run overlaps with a major Broadway draw: Hamilton arrives at the Broward Center for the Performing Arts from 10 to 22 November. Lin-Manuel Miranda's musical blends hip-hop, jazz, R&B and Broadway in its account of Alexander Hamilton's rise, making it an appealing choice for both long-time theatre fans and first-time visitors. [5]
From Spamalot to a night at the rink
If you prefer your theatre with a wink, the Kravis Center's touring production of Spamalot offers a comic counterpoint. The musical, inspired by Monty Python and the Holy Grail, runs from 10 to 15 November and features songs including "Always Look on the Bright Side of Life". It's the sort of show where a little silliness is very much part of the plan. [6]
Away from the stage, the monthly Pride Skate brings a more active option, while the calendar also includes a range of arts events and live entertainment. Check each organiser's current listings before setting off, particularly if you're travelling across the region or booking around a busy evening. [5], [6]
Taste your way around the world for less
Riverwalk's International Food Festival is a particularly easy outing to plan: entry is free, and every food vendor will have at least one $5 item. That makes it possible to sample a few different cuisines without committing to a full restaurant meal, while music and cultural entertainment add to the afternoon's festive feel. [7]
A sensible approach is to arrive hungry, browse the stalls first and share a few small dishes if you're going with friends. With food from around the world gathered in one place, the best part may be discovering something you wouldn't normally order. [7]
Make the most of a busy fortnight
With free events, ticketed performances and food-led outings all on the programme, South Florida's November line-up suits a range of budgets and moods. Book ahead for theatre, check event details with organisers, and leave room in the schedule for a spontaneous stop along the way. [2], [3], [5], [6], [7]
It's a good fortnight to follow the music, find a new favourite dish or simply enjoy a night out.
Source Reference Map
Story idea inspired by: [1]
Sources by paragraph:- Paragraph 1: [2]- Paragraph 2: [3]- Paragraph 3: [4]- Paragraph 4: [5]- Paragraph 5: [6]- Paragraph 6: [5], [6]- Paragraph 7: [7]- Paragraph 8: [7]- Paragraph 9: [2], [3], [5], [6], [7]
Bibliography
1. https://hotspotsmagazine.com/2026/11/05/whats-hot-south-florida-november-5-november-18/ - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://www.parkerplayhouse.com/events/detail/sf-pride-waves-and-wanderers-2026 - The Parker’s event page announces “Waves and Wanderers”, a concert by the South Florida Pride Concert Band, for Saturday, 7 November 2026, at 7 pm. The programme is presented with The Bears of South Florida and takes water as its central theme. Its musical journey draws inspiration from rain, rivers and oceans, as well as the spirit of exploration. The description promises a varied emotional landscape, moving through tranquillity, power, mystery and celebration. The concert is framed as an immersive experience, inviting the audience to reflect, dream and wander between familiar and faraway musical worlds. The event listing provides the date and time and identifies The Parker as the venue. It also notes that student tickets are available and gives practical visitor information, including parking options and dining and drink choices. The page cautions that dates, times, programmes, artists and ticket prices may change. This official venue listing supports the magazine’s description of the performance, its musical inspiration, the presenting partner and its scheduled time. It is a useful primary source for prospective attendees seeking current event details, though visitors should check the venue page again before travelling or buying tickets.
https://www.goriverwalk.com/dotd - Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale’s official page describes the Second Annual Downtown Day of the Dead, scheduled for Saturday, 7 November 2026. The celebration is presented in partnership with Damn Good Hospitality and takes place around Esplanade Park, the Riverwalk and Revolution Live. The listed programme includes a festival at Esplanade Park from 3 pm to 8 pm, a Riverwalk stroll starting at 6 pm and a block party running from 5 pm to 11 pm. The event celebrates Día de los Muertos as a joyful tradition of remembrance, honouring the connection between the living and those who have passed. The page highlights music, art, culture, food and beverage offerings, a costume stroll, mariachi music and face painting. It describes the event as family-friendly and encourages attendees to wear Día de los Muertos-inspired attire. Admission is free; registration is optional and allows organisers to share additional information ahead of the event. The listing identifies the celebration’s locations, schedule and activities, supporting the magazine’s account of the occasion. It also explains the cultural context and remembrance-focused character of the event, making it useful both for event planning and for understanding the tradition represented.
https://events.wlrn.org/event/hamlet-by-william-shakespeare/ - WLRN’s event listing advertises Thinking Cap Theatre’s production of William Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” as an immersive, visceral and contemporary reimagining. It characterises the production as a world of surveillance and suspicion in which minds unravel in the pursuit of justice. The listing gives performances from 7 to 21 November 2026, including the opening performance on Saturday, 7 November, and the final listed show on Saturday, 21 November. Other listed dates include 11, 13, 14, 18, 19 and 20 November, with both afternoon and evening performances on 14 November. The location is Hollywood Central Performing Arts Center, at 1770 Monroe Street in Hollywood. WLRN identifies Thinking Cap Theatre as the resident professional theatre company at Hollywood Art and Culture Center and notes support from Our Fund Foundation and The Warten Foundation. The page directs readers to Thinking Cap Theatre’s event site for registration. This independent public-radio event listing supports the magazine’s core information about the play’s contemporary approach, its November run and its venue. It is also a practical source for checking individual show dates and times. As schedules can change, readers should confirm the details with the theatre before attending.
https://www.browardcenter.org/events/detail/hamilton-2026 - The Broward Center for the Performing Arts lists the touring production of “Hamilton” as part of its 2026–2027 Broadway season, with performances scheduled from 10 to 22 November 2026 at the Au-Rene Theater in Fort Lauderdale. The page offers a calendar of showings, beginning on 10 November and including performances throughout the engagement. The production’s official venue information describes the show as suitable for audiences aged ten and older and notes that it contains strong language. Its listed running time is two hours and 45 minutes, including one intermission. The event page provides ticketing information and practical venue details, including parking, dining, accessibility and group-ticket options. It identifies the Broward Center address as 201 Southwest 5th Avenue, Fort Lauderdale. The magazine describes “Hamilton” as the story of Alexander Hamilton’s rise and notes that its score brings together hip-hop, jazz, R&B and Broadway styles. This official venue page is particularly useful for confirming the local engagement dates, performance schedule, venue and visitor guidance. It directs audiences to the show’s official website and ticket provider, while cautioning that programme details, dates, times and prices may change. Checking the listing before visiting is advisable.
https://www.kravis.org/events/spamalot/ - The Kravis Center’s event page lists “Monty Python’s Spamalot” at Alexander W. Dreyfoos Concert Hall from 10 to 15 November 2026. The musical is described as a comedy inspired by the film “Monty Python and the Holy Grail”. The page notes its Tony Award-winning status and identifies familiar numbers including “Always Look on the Bright Side of Life”, “The Song That Goes Like This” and “Find Your Grail”. The production credits Eric Idle and John Du Prez for the book, lyrics and music. The official listing gives an approximate running time of two hours and 20 minutes, including a 15-minute interval, and recommends the show for audiences aged eight and over. It also lists individual performance times across the engagement, including evening performances and weekend matinees. The page provides ticketing details, venue information and a warning that dates, prices, artists and programme details may change. This is the primary venue source for the magazine’s information about the show’s November run, its comic connection to the film and several of its recognisable songs. It confirms the engagement is in West Palm Beach, rather than Fort Lauderdale, an important geographical distinction for anyone planning to attend.
https://www.goriverwalk.com/events/events-riverwalk-international-food-festival - Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale’s official event page promotes its sixth annual International Food Festival on Saturday, 14 November 2026, at Esplanade Park in downtown Fort Lauderdale. The festival is presented as a celebration of the region’s cultural diversity through food, bringing together flavours from across the globe. The event description highlights the range of cuisine available, including Caribbean, Latin American, European, Asian and Middle Eastern dishes, alongside offerings from local restaurants, food vendors and culinary artisans. It invites visitors to discover new foods as well as familiar favourites in a community-focused festival setting. The page describes the event as a celebration of culture, community and cuisine and notes that admission is free, made possible through the support of sponsors and partners. It also refers to a limited number of VIP tickets available in advance. This source supports the magazine’s listing of the festival as a free event on 14 November and its description of an international food experience in Fort Lauderdale. It is an event-organiser page, so it is the most direct place to check the latest schedule, location and admission arrangements. The organisers’ listing and ticket details should be checked again before attending, as event arrangements may be updated.
image1.jpg




