Best LGBTQ Nightlife in Washington DC: Events for 6-15 November
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D.C.’s LGBTQ bars are lining up ten days of drag, dancing, karaoke and wallet-friendly happy hours from 6 to 15 November 2026. Whether you’re after a full Saturday night out or a midweek singalong, the city’s venues offer plenty of ways to find your crowd. Check with each bar before setting off, as listings can change.
Essential Takeaways
A packed calendar: The guide covers events from Friday 6 November to Sunday 15 November across eight participating venues.
Drag is a major draw: Shows and watch parties include Trade’s Clash Drag Show and JR.’s King of Drag finale screening.
There are daytime options: Several venues open from 1pm or 2pm at weekends, with karaoke, showtunes and outdoor patios in the mix.
Happy hours vary: Number Nine advertises two-for-one drinks, while Green Lantern lists discounted rail drinks and domestic beer.
Check the details: Age restrictions, prices, opening times and event schedules can change, so confirm directly with the venue.
Ten days of queer nightlife, from drag to karaoke
There’s no shortage of ways to spend an evening in D.C. this fortnight. The programme runs from Friday 6 November through Sunday 15 November, with drag shows, DJs, karaoke, trivia and dance parties spread across participating LGBTQ bars. It’s a useful reminder that a night out needn’t mean waiting for Saturday: Wednesday brings drag bingo at Crush Dance Bar and an improv drag show at Trade. (Metro Weekly)
The weekend line-up is just as varied. On Saturday 7 November, Trade has a drag show and a ’90s dance party, while Number Nine schedules Latin music and dancing. The following Saturday brings karaoke at Violet and another Clash Drag Show at Trade. (Metro Weekly, Crush Dance Bar)
Drag, dance floors and a little friendly competition
Drag fans have several dates to circle. JR.’s lists a King of Drag grand finale watch party on Sunday 8 November, followed by a Sunday Scaries drag show the next weekend. Trade’s calendar includes its Clash Drag Show, while Violet schedules the Echinacea Monroe Show on Tuesday 10 November. (Metro Weekly, JR.’s Bar)
And there’s more than sequins on offer. The guide includes trivia, bingo, karaoke and televised sport, giving groups with different tastes an easy way to meet in the middle. For a louder night, Crush’s Feral Gay Time and Throwdown Thursday drag show share the bill on 12 November. (Metro Weekly, Crush Dance Bar)
Happy hours make a midweek night easier
Several venues list recurring drink deals, though the details differ. Green Lantern advertises happy hour from 4pm to 8pm, with rail drinks and domestic beer listed at $3.50. Number Nine’s two-for-one offer has different ordering and redemption cut-offs depending on the day, so it’s worth checking the precise timing before you order. (Metro Weekly, Green Lantern, Number Nine)
Trade also lists its XL happy hour on many evenings, with larger-cup drinks at the regular price and beer at $5.50. These offers can make an after-work outing more tempting, but remember that listed prices and promotions may change. A quick check of the venue’s latest information is more reliable than relying on an old screenshot. (Metro Weekly, JR.’s Bar)
Weekend plans start earlier than you might think
Several bars open in the afternoon at weekends, making it easy to build a longer, more relaxed outing. JR.’s lists Saturday opening from 1pm, while Crush, Number Nine and Trade open from 2pm. Pitchers adds patios, video games and food, with its kitchen listed as open late on Saturday 14 November. (Metro Weekly, Pitchers)
There are low-key Sunday choices, too: Crush advertises free hot dogs while supplies last, and Pitchers lists showtunes from noon to 6pm alongside a pizza-and-drink deal. If you’re planning around a specific event, check its start time and any ticketing requirements first. Violet’s Backbone Comedy Show on Friday 13 November, for instance, is listed as ticketed. (Metro Weekly, Crush Dance Bar, Pitchers)
Check before you go, then choose your own pace
The calendar gives a strong snapshot, not a guarantee. Metro Weekly notes that listings come from participating venues and may be subject to change, while individual bars can provide the latest details. That matters for practical things such as cover charges, event times and whether a special is still running. (Metro Weekly, Green Lantern, Number Nine)
For a first visit, pick the atmosphere you want before the event: a dance floor, a show, a chat over a drink or an afternoon patio stop. Then confirm the venue’s age policy and schedule, and plan your journey home. The best night out is usually the one that feels easy from the first stop to the last. (Crush Dance Bar, JR.’s Bar, Pitchers)
Check the venues’ latest listings, pick your night and make a plan that suits you.
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