Six States Elect Trans Representatives in a Historic First
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Voters have elected transgender candidates in six US states for the first time, including Florida, Georgia and Alabama. The wins span state legislatures and local office, bringing new voices into public life and making history in places where representation has often been hard-won. Here’s who won, what the results mean and why these breakthroughs matter.
Essential Takeaways
A six-state first: Trans candidates won elections in Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Michigan, Washington and Wisconsin.
A milestone in the South: Bentley Hudgins, Allison Montgomery and Quinnie Pérez won in Georgia, Alabama and Florida.
New state legislators: Joanna Whaley, Jaelynn Scott and Dina Nina Martínez-Rutherford were elected in Michigan, Washington and Wisconsin.
Distinct firsts: Scott became the first openly Black trans state lawmaker in the US, while Pérez became Florida’s first openly trans elected official.
Six states, one landmark election night
The results put trans representation on the ballot map in six states at once, with some of the most striking victories in the South. Georgia, Alabama and Florida are especially notable: electoral success there can carry a different weight in states where openly trans candidates have often faced sharp political opposition.
In Georgia, Bentley Hudgins won the state House district 90 seat as a Democrat, defeating Republican Samantha Boston with 92.5 per cent of the vote, according to NBC, CNN and CBS projections reported by Telemundo Puerto Rico. Hudgins, who identifies as non-binary, will also be the first person of Japanese heritage to serve in Georgia’s legislature. WABE reported that Hudgins has highlighted LGBTQ+ policy as a priority. [2], [4]
Alabama and Florida add their own firsts
Alabama’s Allison Montgomery won the state House district 25 seat, defeating Republican incumbent Phillip Rigsby. The result was one of three Democratic gains in northern Alabama. Montgomery’s campaign also unfolded amid personal attacks: The Advocate reported that Alabama Republican Party chair Scott Stadthagen used insulting language about her and another trans Democratic candidate. [3]
In Florida, Quinnie Pérez became the state’s first openly trans elected official after winning a seat on the governing board for the Orange County Soil and Water Conservation District. WFTV reported that Pérez’s campaign focused on support for agricultural workers and protecting local biodiversity, bringing practical community concerns to the fore alongside the historic nature of the win. [2]
Three more statehouse breakthroughs
Michigan, Washington and Wisconsin each elected a trans representative to their state legislature for the first time. Joanna Whaley, a hospital chaplain, won in Michigan; Jaelynn Scott won in Washington; and Dina Nina Martínez-Rutherford took a state legislative race in Wisconsin. [5], [6], [7]
The victories carry different personal and historical significance. WXYZ reported that Whaley had spoken about surviving years of conversion therapy, while LGBTQ Nation identified Scott as the first openly Black trans state lawmaker in the country. Wisconsin’s result, covered by Our Lives Wisconsin, adds another state to the growing list of legislatures with trans representation. [5], [6], [7]
Why representation matters beyond the headline
A first-of-its-kind win is more than a symbolic marker. Elected officials help shape decisions on schools, healthcare, local services, land use and workers’ rights, so who gets a seat can influence which experiences are heard when policy is debated.
These candidates also arrive with different backgrounds and priorities, from Hudgins’s human rights work to Pérez’s focus on agricultural workers and biodiversity. That range matters: there’s no single issue or experience that defines trans voters or trans representatives. [2], [4]
What comes next for these new lawmakers
Winning an election is the beginning, not the finish line. The new representatives will need to turn campaign promises into legislation, build working relationships and respond to constituents whose needs may not always fit neatly along party lines.
Still, six states recording these victories in one election cycle is a striking shift. For voters who rarely see people like themselves in public office, representation can make politics feel a little less distant. [3], [4], [5], [6], [7]
Each win marks a first, and the work now is making those seats count.
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