Record LGBTQ+ Congress in 2027: What the Midterms Mean
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Voters have put the next US Congress on course to include at least 17 openly LGBTQ+ members, setting a new record. The gains come alongside re-elections for every out House member who stood again, though several familiar faces are leaving. Here’s what the result means for representation, and how it compares with recent Congresses.
At least 17 out LGBTQ+ members are expected
The incoming 2027 US Congress is on track to be the most LGBTQ+ in the country’s history, with at least 17 openly LGBTQ+ members. That would be a notable rise from the 11 members recorded after the 2020 election and the 13 reported in 2023. (Washington Blade; Pew Research Center)
The figures reflect wins across the House and Senate, as well as representation from the US Virgin Islands. One Senate race brought current New Hampshire Representative Chris Pappas to the upper chamber, while Janelle Sarauw is set to serve as the territory’s non-voting House delegate. (LGBTQ Nation; Metro Weekly)
Every out House member seeking re-election won
All nine openly LGBTQ+ House members who sought re-election held their seats. They include Becca Balint, Sharice Davids, Robert Garcia, Sarah McBride, Mark Pocan, Emily Randall, Eric Sorensen, Mark Takano and Ritchie Torres. (Washington Blade; Axios)
That continuity matters as much as the new arrivals. But three sitting House members won't return: Angie Craig, who lost her Senate primary; Julie Johnson, whose district was redrawn; and Everton Blair, who lost his primary after winning a special election earlier in the year. (LGBTQ Nation; Metro Weekly)
New winners add to the record
Among the incoming lawmakers are Cait Conley and JD Ford, alongside JoAnna Mendoza, Jeremy Moss, Marnie von Wilpert and Scott Wiener. Wiener won California's 11th District race against Connie Chan, adding another openly LGBTQ+ voice to the House. (KTVU; Washington Blade)
The wider set of contests included candidates challenging incumbents and running for open seats. Not every race went the same way, but the overall tally points to a larger LGBTQ+ presence in Congress than the previous record. (Metro Weekly; LGBTQ Nation)
What a more representative Congress can mean
Congress sets federal laws and budgets, so representation there can shape whose experiences are heard during debates over national policy. A growing number of openly LGBTQ+ members doesn't guarantee agreement or any particular outcome, but it does mean more elected officials bringing those perspectives into the process. (Pew Research Center; Axios)
The change also builds on a gradual shift in visibility. Pew Research Center noted that the 119th Congress included the first transgender representative, Sarah McBride, while earlier milestones were described as historic simply for reaching 11 and then 13 openly LGBTQ+ members. (Pew Research Center; Washington Blade)
The record is significant, but the work continues
A new high-water mark is worth recognising, especially when several sitting members are departing even as new ones arrive. The headline number tells one part of the story; the range of constituencies and experiences represented will matter just as much once the new Congress begins its work. (Metro Weekly; LGBTQ Nation)
And election-night totals can shift as remaining results are confirmed. For now, the outlook is clear: the next Congress is expected to be the most openly LGBTQ+ yet, marking a visible change in who gets a seat at the table. (Washington Blade; KTVU)
A record is a milestone; what lawmakers do with it will be the next story.
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