Palm Springs Pride’s 40th Anniversary Adds a Downtown Walkabout
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Palm Springs Pride is marking its 40th anniversary with a new downtown walkabout, giving visitors another way to join the celebrations. The event starts in the Arenas District on 5 November, bringing Pride into the heart of the city before a weekend of festivities. Here’s what to know before you go.
A new way to kick off Palm Springs Pride
The anniversary celebrations begin with a walkabout through downtown Palm Springs, starting in the Arenas District on 5 November. Instead of heading straight to a single venue, visitors can explore the area and take in the lively street atmosphere as Pride gets under way. (KESO)
The walkabout adds a more informal opening to the programme, inviting people to make an evening of it. It also puts local businesses and the city’s LGBTQ+ community at the centre of the occasion. (Palm Springs Pride)
Forty years of Pride, celebrated across the city
This year’s milestone gives the annual event a special note of reflection, but the focus remains firmly on coming together. The anniversary programme includes several days of activities, with the walkabout serving as an early chance to gather and explore. (KESO; Palm Springs Pride)
Palm Springs Pride has grown into a prominent fixture on the city’s calendar. Visitors can expect a mix of community events and festival experiences, rather than one single moment to plan around. (Visit Greater Palm Springs; Visit Palm Springs)
What else is on the schedule?
The walkabout is only the beginning. Palm Springs Pride’s full schedule outlines the wider anniversary celebration, while the festival information page offers details for those planning to attend the main event. (KESO; Palm Springs Pride)
If you’re travelling in, it’s worth checking the latest official schedule before setting off. Event timings and details are easiest to confirm through Palm Springs Pride’s own listings, with local visitor guides useful for finding other things to do around town. (Palm Springs Pride; Visit Greater Palm Springs; Visit Palm Springs)
Make the most of a downtown evening
A walkabout works best at an easy pace. Leave time to explore the Arenas District, check which participating venues and businesses are involved, and arrange a meeting point if you’re joining friends. (Palm Springs Pride)
For a smoother visit, look into transport and parking before the evening gets busy. And because event information can change, check the organisers’ updates on the day rather than relying on an old itinerary. (Palm Springs Pride; Visit Palm Springs)
A milestone with room to look ahead
The new walkabout gives the anniversary a welcoming, street-level start: less about rushing between attractions and more about enjoying the people and places that make Palm Springs Pride feel rooted in its city. (Palm Springs Pride; Visit Greater Palm Springs)
For locals and visitors alike, it’s a simple invitation to join in. The 40th anniversary is a chance to celebrate Pride’s history while making space for another shared evening downtown. (KESO; Palm Springs Pride)
Explore the official schedule before you go, then leave a little room for surprises along the way.
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