Palm Springs Pride 40th Anniversary: Parade, Festival and Access
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Palm Springs Pride is marking its 40th anniversary with a free downtown festival, outdoor stages and a Sunday parade. The “Be Included” celebration brings performers, community groups and visitors together across Palm Springs, with accessible viewing and dedicated spaces for young people and sober guests helping make the weekend more welcoming.
A milestone weekend takes over downtown
Palm Springs Pride’s 40th anniversary brings a packed programme to downtown, with organisers expecting 220,000 attendees. The festival is free to enter, and the celebration combines live entertainment, community events and a parade under the theme “Be Included”. [3], [7]
There’s a fresh addition to the evening line-up, too. Pride on the Drive brings music, food, drinks and art projections to Palm Canyon Drive, alongside a 100-foot Ferris wheel. It’s a lively way to extend the party beyond the stages, though rides cost extra. [2], [3]
Three stages, plus a new event on Palm Canyon Drive
The Arenas Stage features DJs, live music and drag performances across the weekend. Saturday’s performers include Sizzy Rocket, The Cowgays and MODGIRL, while Aubrey O’Day is scheduled to close the stage on Sunday evening. GAYC/DC also appears on Sunday’s programme. [2], [4]
Saturday’s schedule adds a different kind of celebration with “Palm Springs Is Burning!”, a mini ball presented by Brothers of the Desert. Ballroom culture has deep roots in Black and Latino queer communities, making the event a chance to celebrate its influence as well as enjoy the spectacle. [2], [3]
How to plan around the parade and festival
The parade is scheduled for 10 a.m. to noon on Sunday, travelling south along Palm Canyon Drive from Tachevah Drive to Amado Road. The festival runs from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. that day, so checking the official schedule and travel information before setting out should help you plan around the busy downtown route. [2], [5]
There’s also a Saturday morning option for early risers: a 5K run and walk in the Old Las Palmas neighbourhood, with advance registration required. For anyone arriving by car, the Pride website provides driving and directions information; with a large crowd expected, it’s worth allowing extra time. [3], [5]
Accessibility and quieter spaces matter
The parade includes a Deaf Pride reviewing stand with sign-language interpretation, while accessible seating is available on a first-come, first-served basis. The festival also has a Children’s Headquarters, a Youth Zone for ages 14 to 21 and a substance-free Recovery Oasis. [3], [7]
Those details make a difference at an event of this scale. A loud, crowded celebration can be exciting, but it shouldn’t be the only way to take part. First aid is also available at the festival, according to the city’s event information. [5], [7]
A community celebration beyond the headline acts
The anniversary weekend spotlights entertainers and parade grand marshals, but it also depends on local organisations, exhibitors, artists and volunteers. The festival marketplace brings together more than 250 exhibitors, nonprofit groups, artists and vendors, giving visitors plenty to browse between performances. [2], [3]
The Ferris wheel is one of the few paid attractions: adult rides cost $10 and children’s rides cost $5, with proceeds helping support the free Pride event. For visitors, that’s a useful distinction: entry is free, while some individual experiences may have a charge. [3], [7]
Palm Springs Pride’s milestone is a celebration of performance, community and belonging, with practical touches that help more people join in.
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