Vancouver’s Funny and Gay Festival Brings Queer Comedy Together
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Vancouver’s Funny and Gay Comedy Festival brings queer comics and audiences together across the city, turning a scattered scene into a lively week of shows. Founded by comedians Aron MacDonald and Andrea Feltrin, the festival celebrates local talent and gives audiences a clearer way to find queer comedy throughout the year.
Vancouver’s queer comedy scene gets a shared stage
Vancouver’s comedy circuit is spread across clubs, bars and larger performance venues, so discovering queer comics can take a little local knowledge. The Funny and Gay Comedy Festival was created to bring performers and audiences together under one roof, with a programme celebrating the city’s homegrown queer talent.
The festival grew from a question comedian Aron MacDonald asked after joining the scene: why weren’t queer performers and audiences gathering in one place? MacDonald and fellow comedian Andrea Feltrin developed the idea into a multi-day event, with shows centred on connection as much as laughter.
A festival built around local talent
Rather than building a programme from scratch, the festival brings attention to existing shows and performers. Its line-up includes established queer comedy events alongside opportunities for newer comics and underrepresented voices, helping audiences find acts they might otherwise miss.
That approach matters in a city where comedy nights can be spread across different venues and communities. Linking recurring shows through a festival can help people discover what’s on, then keep coming back once the event itself is over.
Why queer comedy nights matter
A dedicated comedy night can offer performers room to explore experiences that might not always find an easy audience elsewhere. For spectators, there’s a particular pleasure in laughing with people who recognise the same references, tensions and absurdities.
But the welcome isn’t limited to queer audiences. A clear community focus can make a show feel safer and more inviting for those it represents, while giving everyone else a chance to enjoy fresh perspectives and sharp material.
Finding the right show in Vancouver
The festival’s programme is a useful starting point if you’re new to the city’s queer comedy scene. Check the official event listings for dates, venues and ticket details, as individual shows may take place at different locations and availability can change.
It’s also worth looking beyond festival week. Comedy After Dark and Little Mountain Gallery are among Vancouver’s venues that host comedy events; check their current listings for upcoming shows rather than assuming a particular night or performer will be on.
A laugh that can last beyond festival week
Running a festival is a sizeable undertaking, particularly when organisers are trying to balance an ambitious programme with access and capacity. The bigger hope is that bringing these shows together helps audiences recognise queer comedy as a year-round part of Vancouver’s arts scene, not a one-off event.
And that’s a modest but meaningful ambition: more chances to find a room where the jokes land, the crowd feels at ease, and nobody has to explain why they’re laughing.
Explore the programme and find a show that suits your evening.
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