Spanish LGBTQ Catholics Find Hope at Chipiona Gathering
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More than 100 LGBTQ Christians from across Europe gathered in Chipiona, Spain, for the 15th annual meeting, where Malaga’s bishop offered a message of welcome and encouragement. The gathering paired that reassurance with practical discussion about listening, belonging and building stronger connections among queer Christian groups.
A bishop’s message puts welcome at the centre
Bishop Jose Antonio Satué of Malaga told participants they had much to offer the Church and could also find nourishment within it. His words brought a note of warmth to a gathering shaped by stories of faith, and by the hurt some attendees have experienced in church settings.
Satué, who wasn’t able to attend in person, said people deserve to be heard and welcomed with dignity. He also acknowledged that some LGBTQ Catholics have faced misunderstanding or rejection, and urged the Church not to minimise the pain those experiences can leave behind. (Sources: [2], [5])
Chipiona brings LGBTQ Christians together
The Encuentro de Chipiona de Cristianos LGTBIQ+ has been held annually since 2010. This year’s gathering welcomed more than 100 participants, including people from Spain, Portugal, Italy and Switzerland, creating space for shared reflection across national borders. (Sources: [2], [4])
Its programme focused on themes including synodality, pastoral care, education and stronger networks. The meeting’s inclusive slogan, “Todos, todos, todos” - “Everybody, everybody, everybody” - echoes words used by Pope Francis at World Youth Day in Lisbon in 2023. (Sources: [2], [6], [7])
From personal stories to practical plans
After presentations, attendees split into six working groups to discuss set topics and suggest ways forward. Their conversations connected personal experiences with wider questions about how Christian communities can listen more carefully and offer meaningful support. (Sources: [2], [3])
One proposal was to create a network linking Christian groups that support LGBTQ people. Participants approved the idea unanimously, and work is under way to develop it. It’s a concrete next step after a weekend centred not only on being heard, but on making that welcome easier to find. (Sources: [2], [3])
Why the gathering matters beyond one weekend
For people who’ve felt pushed to the margins, a message of belonging can matter deeply. Satué’s remarks recognised both the contribution LGBTQ Catholics make to the Church and the wounds that can arise when its welcome falls short. (Sources: [2], [5])
The gathering ended with Mass, bringing its conversations back to shared worship. Organisers are now planning the 16th annual meeting for October 2027, with the new network offering one possible way to keep those connections alive in the meantime. (Sources: [2], [3])
It's a hopeful start, and the real measure will be whether that welcome continues after everyone heads home.
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