LGBTQ+ Election Wins Make History Across the US
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A new wave of LGBTQ+ election wins is reshaping representation in the United States, with historic victories in Congress and state legislatures. From New Hampshire to Alabama, the results put openly LGBTQ+ leaders in positions their communities have long fought to reach, while bringing fresh attention to what representation can mean in everyday political life.
Essential Takeaways
A Senate first: Chris Pappas won New Hampshire's Senate race, becoming the first openly gay man elected to the US Senate.
Delaware's incumbent returns: Sarah McBride won re-election to the state's at-large congressional seat.
Indiana turns a page: JD Ford defeated incumbent Victoria Spartz in the 5th Congressional District.
State-level firsts: Bentley Hudgins and Allison Montgomery made history in Georgia and Alabama respectively.
A Senate milestone in New Hampshire
The most striking milestone came in New Hampshire, where Chris Pappas won his Senate race and became the first openly gay man elected to the chamber. It's a landmark that makes a once-unthinkable sight - an openly gay man serving in the US Senate - part of the country's political present. Axios reported on the New Hampshire result. [2]
The victory also gives LGBTQ+ representation a new foothold in a body where every seat carries national weight. Historic firsts matter, but so does what follows: the chance for voters to see a wider range of people taking part in decisions that affect them. [2]
Sarah McBride keeps her seat in Delaware
In Delaware, Sarah McBride won re-election to the state's at-large House seat. As the first openly transgender member of Congress, her return keeps a prominent LGBTQ+ voice in the national legislature. [3]
The result is a reminder that representation isn't only about reaching a milestone once. Holding office again means voters have had another say, and McBride can continue her work in Congress with the experience of a first term behind her. [3]
JD Ford flips Indiana's 5th District
Indiana's 5th Congressional District produced another notable result: state senator JD Ford defeated Republican incumbent Victoria Spartz. Axios reported that Ford's win flipped the district, adding a change of party to the story of his arrival in Congress. [4]
For LGBTQ+ voters, Ford's victory adds a new openly gay representative from a state that had not previously sent one to the House. The district result also shows how representation can shift alongside the broader political balance, rather than in isolation. [4]
Kansas voters return Sharice Davids
Sharice Davids secured a fifth term representing Kansas' 3rd Congressional District. Her re-election continues the career of an out LGBTQ+ leader who is also one of the first Native American women elected to Congress. [5]
That combination matters: representation rarely fits into a single category, and a long-serving member can bring several communities' experiences into national debates. Davids' win keeps that perspective in the House for another term. [5]
Statehouse firsts reach Georgia and Alabama
The gains extended beyond Congress. Bentley Hudgins became Georgia's first openly transgender and nonbinary lawmaker, while Allison Montgomery became Alabama's first openly transgender state legislator, according to The Advocate's election coverage. [6] [7]
Those victories bring the story closer to home, where state legislatures make decisions that can shape daily life for residents. Firsts are worth celebrating, but the lasting measure will be whether these newly elected leaders can do the work voters sent them to do. [6] [7]
For a fuller picture of this historic election, watch how these new and returning lawmakers turn representation into action.
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