Find a ZIP Code by State: A Simple US Postal Guide
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Looking up a US ZIP code is easier when you start with the right state and a complete address. Whether you're posting a parcel, filling in an online form or checking a location, a state list can help narrow the search, while the US Postal Service's lookup tools offer a more reliable way to confirm the final details.
Essential Takeaways
Start with the state: A state or territory list helps identify the right part of the US before you search.
Use the full address: USPS says its ZIP Code lookup can search by street address, city and state.
Check official spellings: USPS publishes standard abbreviations for states and other address elements.
Treat ZIP codes as address data: A city name alone may not identify a single ZIP code.
A state list is a useful starting point
A long list of states and territories can look like a formality, but it does one useful job: it helps you place an address before you start searching for its ZIP code. That matters when you're dealing with familiar city names that appear in more than one state.
The list also extends beyond the 50 states, including Washington, DC, US territories and Canadian provinces. So if a form offers a broad location menu, check the options carefully rather than assuming it stops at the state line. The US Census Bureau maintains official state and equivalent-area code lists, while USPS provides its own standards for postal addresses.
Why the full address gives a better result
A city and state can be enough to find some ZIP codes, but a street address is a stronger starting point when you need to be precise. The USPS lookup tool allows users to search for ZIP Codes using a street address, city and state, helping distinguish between locations that share a city name.
That extra detail is especially useful for deliveries and business addresses. A ZIP code is part of a postal address, not simply a label for an entire city, so it's worth checking the specific destination rather than relying on a quick guess.
State abbreviations aren't guesswork
USPS Publication 28 sets out standard address formats, including the approved two-letter abbreviations used for states and other areas. These short forms help keep addresses consistent, particularly on envelopes, labels and online forms with limited space.
For instance, the USPS reference tables are a safer guide than improvising an abbreviation or relying on an informal list. And if you're unsure whether a form accepts a territory or other location, check its options instead of squeezing the address into the wrong category.
How to check a ZIP code before you post
For the most dependable result, open the USPS ZIP Code lookup and enter the full street address, city and state. Compare the result with the address supplied by the recipient, especially if you're sending something time-sensitive or valuable.
If you're preparing a batch of addresses for work, USPS also offers address-quality products for checking and standardising mailing data. For an occasional parcel, though, the straightforward lookup tool is usually the simplest route. A minute spent checking can spare you the small but irritating drama of a parcel taking the scenic route.
A quick check beats a confident guess
ZIP Code searches are simple, but accuracy depends on using the right location details. Start with the state, confirm the street address through USPS, and use official abbreviation guidance when formatting the label.
It's a small check that can make a delivery go more smoothly.
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