Best Things to Do in Washington, DC This Week: Live Music and More
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Washington, DC, has a week of music, film, storytelling and poetry on the calendar, from a rare Bad Brains archive exhibition to an intimate book event. Whether you're after a loud night out or a quieter dose of culture, these picks offer a lively way to explore the city and its creative communities.
Essential Takeaways
Bad Brains history: A free Lost Origins Gallery exhibition brings together material from the band's formative DC-area years.
Newly issued recording: The band's first studio session, recorded in 1979, is being released as Are You Ready: The First Studio Recording.
Live music: Michigander is booked at the Atlantis, while The Tubs and Slippers are set to play Songbyrd.
A story-filled evening: The Moth's Home for the Holidays StorySLAM invites audience members to share five-minute tales.
Poetry and conversation: Sanam Sheriff's Hum explores identity, belonging and the meanings carried by language.
Bad Brains fans get a rare look back
The sharpest draw for punk fans is a free exhibition at Lost Origins Gallery, celebrating Bad Brains' early years in the DC area. It brings together unseen photographs, historic gig flyers, Super 8 live footage and the recording console from Inner Ear Studio, giving the band's fast, ferocious sound a tangible link to its beginnings. The gallery lists the exhibition as Are You Ready! The Birth of Bad Brains & Their First Studio Recording. (Lost Origins Gallery)
There's a new release to go with the archive material: Are You Ready: The First Studio Recording gathers the group's first studio session, recorded in March 1979, with a mix by Ian MacKaye. The band's official shop lists the recording as a two-LP release, a welcome chance to hear a foundational moment rather than just read about it. (Bad Brains official shop)
The exhibition runs from Nov. 6 to Dec. 6 at 3110 Mt. Pleasant St. NW, with free admission. For a little more context before your visit, a free conversation with Bad Brains bassist Darryl Jenifer and MacKaye is listed at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library on Nov. 5. (Lost Origins Gallery)
Catch the gig that feels like a full-band celebration
Michigander plays the Atlantis on Nov. 7, bringing singer-songwriter Jason Singer's songs to one of DC's more intimate live rooms. The venue lists the show for 7:30 p.m., with tickets priced at $33.75. (The Atlantis)
Singer's work has found a much wider audience through the song "Taxi", selected for an iPhone campaign, but the appeal here is the live show itself. The source story describes it as a fast-moving rock set performed with a full band, a format that can make even a familiar song feel newly charged. (The Atlantis)
For a different flavour of guitar music, Cardiff band The Tubs play Songbyrd with Slippers on Nov. 9. Their jangly, full-bodied indie rock should suit a chilly evening rather well; Songbyrd lists tickets from $20 to $25. (Washington City Paper)
Riot grrrl's history still has something to say
The documentary Don't Need You: The Herstory of Riot Grrrl offers a look at the feminist punk movement's roots, including voices from Bikini Kill, Bratmobile and Sleater-Kinney. Its themes, from sexism to body image and sexual assault, haven't exactly become museum pieces. (Washington City Paper)
A screening, discussion and Riot Grrrl DC organising meeting is listed for Nov. 7 at St. Stephen's, with free entry. It could be a particularly useful event for anyone curious about how music scenes become communities, and how zines, shows and conversations can make space for ideas that don't fit neatly into the mainstream. (Washington City Paper)
Make room for stories, poems and a little holiday chaos
The Moth's Home for the Holidays StorySLAM lands at Miracle Theatre on Nov. 9. Audience members can put their names forward for a chance to tell a five-minute holiday story, while audience-selected judges help choose the winner. Tickets are listed at $23. (Union Stage Presents)
It's an appealing format for anyone who's ever survived a family gathering that sounds too unlikely to be true. Stories can swing from festive triumph to spectacular mishap, and the audience gets to enjoy the lot without having to host dinner. (Union Stage Presents)
On Nov. 10, poet Sanam Sheriff discusses their debut collection Hum at Lost City Books. The title draws on the Urdu word's meanings of both "we" and "I", a fitting starting point for poems about trans identity, belonging and the borders between home and exile. (Eventbrite)
Plan around the details
The Bad Brains exhibition and related events are free, while the Atlantis, Songbyrd and Moth events have paid admission. Check the organisers' listings before heading out for the latest ticket availability and event details; small venues can fill quickly, and a little planning makes an evening across town feel much less like a sprint. (Lost Origins Gallery; The Atlantis; Union Stage Presents)
For a week with this much range, the best choice may be the one that takes you somewhere new: into a punk archive, a tiny gig room or a story you didn't know you needed to hear. (Washington City Paper)
Closing Line
Pick a night, follow your curiosity and let DC's creative side take it from there.
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