Best Columbus Veterans Day Events for Families and Visitors
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Central Ohio offers more than a single way to mark Veterans Day, with ceremonies, meals and community gatherings around Columbus. From a national observance downtown to neighbourhood events in Powell, Grove City and Hilliard, these gatherings give residents a chance to listen, reflect and show appreciation for those who served.
Central Ohio Veterans Day events bring remembrance close to home
A quiet moment at a memorial, a room full of neighbours, or the warm clatter of a shared meal: Veterans Day in central Ohio can take many forms. Events around Columbus invite people to honour service through ceremonies, music, recognition and conversation. (Sources: [2], [4], [5], [6], [7])
At the National Veterans Memorial and Museum, the annual ceremony is set to focus on 250 years of military service, with speakers sharing perspectives shaped by their own service. The event also offers an opportunity to visit the museum, making it a thoughtful choice for anyone who wants to pair remembrance with learning. (Source: [2])
From LGBTQ+ veteran recognition to local ceremonies
Some events place particular emphasis on whose stories are heard. Stonewall Columbus is hosting the Donald R. Hallman LGBTQ+ Veterans Recognition Ceremony, a gathering that recognises LGBTQ+ veterans and their contributions, with a banquet-style meal planned for attendees. Check the organiser’s event page for current details and RSVP requirements before setting out. (Source: [3])
Elsewhere, Powell’s ceremony is paired with a free luncheon, while Gahanna’s programme includes speeches from veterans and patriotic music. Grove City’s observance also points visitors towards special veterans exhibits at its Welcome Center and Museum. The mix makes it easier to choose an event that suits your day, whether you prefer a formal programme or a more local gathering. (Sources: [4], [5], [6])
A first Veterans Day luncheon gives Hilliard a new tradition
Hilliard is introducing a Veterans Day luncheon at The Well, organised with local American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars posts. Lunch is followed by a ceremony with speakers, giving the gathering a social start before the more reflective part of the day. (Source: [7])
That combination can make remembrance feel especially accessible: there’s time to sit together, share a meal and then listen. For visitors, it’s worth checking the city’s event information for the latest schedule and any attendance guidance. (Source: [7])
How to choose the right Veterans Day event
Start with the format that feels right for you. A museum ceremony offers historical context, while a community park gathering may be a simpler way to pause and show support; a luncheon or breakfast adds a more social element. Event times and arrangements can vary, so confirm details with the organiser before travelling. (Sources: [2], [4], [6], [7])
And consider what happens beyond the ceremony. Some events create space for particular communities to be recognised, while others connect remembrance with local exhibits or public speeches. If you’re attending with children, a museum visit or a short ceremony can be a useful starting point for talking about service and why the day matters. (Sources: [2], [3], [5])
A small gesture can carry the day forward
Showing up is one way to honour veterans, but the thought doesn’t need to end when an event does. Community gatherings can open the door to learning about local service, listening to veterans’ experiences and finding ways to support those who’ve served throughout the year. (Sources: [2], [3], [7])
For a calmer visit, arrive with enough time to find parking and check whether registration is required. A little planning leaves more room for what matters: being present, listening and sharing the occasion with your community. (Sources: [2], [3], [4])
Take a moment to choose a gathering that feels meaningful, and make room to listen.
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