Best Celebrity Halloween Costumes: Queer Looks Worth Revisiting
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Celebrity Halloween costumes can be more than a quick social-media laugh. This year, queer stars and culture-makers brought wit, craft and plenty of personality to the holiday, from Janelle Monae's Phish-inspired look to a handmade Kermit head. Here's what made the outfits memorable, and why playful, personal costumes often beat a predictable spooky standby.
The best looks had a point of view
The standout celebrity Halloween costumes weren't just polished; they had a spark of recognition. Janelle Monae's Phish Boy outfit, for instance, drew attention for its affectionate nod to the band and its offbeat charm, while a handmade Kermit head offered the sort of crafty, instantly readable fun that makes a costume stick in the mind. (Vogue; Cosmopolitan)
That balance matters. A clever reference gives people something to spot, but the strongest looks still feel like the wearer, rather than a costume pulled from a generic party shop. (Autostraddle; Polyester)
Why queer Halloween style feels so joyful
Halloween has always made room for reinvention, and queer celebrations often lean into that freedom with extra flair. Polyester's feature on gay Halloween explores the holiday's appeal as a space for camp, community and self-expression, while celebrity costume round-ups show how those ingredients travel easily onto a public stage. (Polyester; Cosmopolitan)
And the result doesn't have to be pristine. A funny idea, a recognisable character or a handmade detail can carry more warmth than an elaborate outfit that's all finish and no feeling. (Autostraddle; Polyester)
Craft, contrast and a good pun make a costume
Some of the most satisfying looks pair unexpected textures or ideas. A soft skirt against sharper tailoring, for example, creates visual contrast without needing a complicated concept, while a well-judged pun can make a simple costume feel wonderfully personal. (Autostraddle; Cosmopolitan)
Handmade details bring their own appeal, too. A crafted headpiece or a playful accessory has the pleasing evidence of effort about it; you can almost picture the late-night making session behind it. Monae's Phish Boy look shows how a specific pop-culture reference can give a costume its own identity. (Vogue; Autostraddle)
Picking a Halloween costume that feels like you
For anyone planning ahead, start with a character, joke or cultural reference you genuinely enjoy. Then choose one recognisable detail to build around, rather than trying to reproduce every part of the look. (Polyester; Cosmopolitan)
Comfort counts, especially if you'll be wearing the outfit for hours. Think about movement, weather and how easily you'll be able to sit down or dance. A costume that feels good is more likely to be worn with confidence, and that confidence often makes the whole look. (Cosmopolitan; Autostraddle)
The most memorable costumes leave room for fun
Celebrity Halloween can sometimes look like a competition in sheer scale, but the most enjoyable outfits aren't necessarily the most elaborate. A sharp joke, a lovingly made prop or a reference that clicks can be enough to make people stop scrolling. (Vogue; Autostraddle)
That's the lovely thing about a costume with personality: it invites other people in. Whether it's a band nod, a familiar character or a bit of sartorial mischief, the best looks feel less like dressing up for approval and more like sharing a joke. (Polyester; Cosmopolitan)
A little imagination goes a long way, so choose a look that makes you smile before anyone else sees it.
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