Queer Edge Brighton Offers a New LGBTQ+ Community Hub
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Brighton’s LGBTQ+ community is gaining a new permanent base at Ironworks Studios, as East London-born Queer Edge brings coworking, creative facilities and social events to the city. The launch comes after several local venues have closed, making the project more than a new place for a night out: it aims to give people room to work, meet and build connections throughout the week.
Essential Takeaways
A permanent Brighton home: Queer Edge is setting up at Ironworks Studios, 30 Cheapside.
More than nightlife: The plan combines coworking and creative facilities with LGBTQ+ events.
A challenging moment: The launch follows the reported closures of The Queery, R-Bar and Charles Street Tap in 2026.
A significant community: Census 2021 data puts Brighton and Hove among England’s areas with the highest share of residents identifying as LGBTQ+.
Brighton’s new LGBTQ+ hub is designed for everyday life
Queer Edge is bringing a different kind of energy to Brighton’s queer scene: hot desks by day, events and performances as the evening unfolds. The project’s permanent base at Ironworks Studios is intended to offer a place to work and connect, not just another stop on a night out.
The planned facilities include private offices, conference rooms, a green screen studio and a podcast studio, alongside spaces for performances. It’s an appealing mix for people who want to make something, meet others or simply find a more welcoming place to get through the working day.
Why the timing matters for Brighton’s queer scene
The arrival comes as Brighton’s LGBTQ+ venues face a difficult stretch. The Queery, R-Bar and Charles Street Tap were reported to have closed in 2026, sharpening concern about the places where people can gather, socialise and feel at home.
R-Bar’s closure was linked in local coverage to rising costs, part of the wider pressure facing hospitality businesses. When venues disappear, the loss isn’t only about fewer places to dance or grab a drink; it can also mean fewer familiar spaces where community happens naturally.
From Hackney to the seaside
Queer Edge began in Hackney, east London, and Brighton marks its first expansion beyond the area. The move brings its community-focused approach to a city with a strong LGBTQ+ identity and a long history of queer culture.
Census 2021 figures show that Brighton and Hove has one of the highest proportions of residents identifying as LGBTQ+ among local authorities in England. That makes the case for spaces serving different needs especially clear: a community hub can support connection during the day as well as celebration after dark.
What visitors can expect from Queer Edge Brighton
The venue’s programme is expected to include club nights, live music, panel discussions and performances. Alongside that social calendar, the coworking and production facilities could offer a practical base for freelancers, organisers and creatives looking for somewhere to collaborate.
The official launch party is scheduled for Saturday 7 November 2026, with the coworking space due to open to friends and family on Wednesday 11 November. Further details about memberships, facilities and events are expected through Queer Edge Brighton’s Instagram.
Can a community hub help fill the gap?
Queer Edge isn’t a replacement for the venues that have closed, and no single opening can carry an entire city’s queer scene. But a space that brings work, creativity and socialising together may help create connections that last beyond one event or one late night.
That’s the promising idea here: a place where community isn’t limited to the weekend. For a city whose LGBTQ+ life is part of its identity, everyday spaces matter too.
A welcoming hub can’t solve every challenge, but it can give people another place to find one another.
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