Palm Springs Pride 2026: Free Festival, Big Names, Funding Challenges
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Palm Springs Pride is marking its 40th anniversary with a free downtown festival from 5 to 8 November 2026, featuring three entertainment stages and a Sunday parade. The celebration brings together LGBTQ+ residents and visitors, but it arrives as organisers face a steep drop in corporate sponsorship and look for fresh ways to keep the event welcoming and accessible.
Essential Takeaways
Four days of celebration: The main festival runs from Thursday 5 November to Sunday 8 November in downtown Palm Springs.
Free to attend: The organisation’s main festival activities are free, although some satellite events are ticketed.
Three stages and a parade: Aubrey O’Day and country group The Cowgays are among the announced performers; the parade starts at 10am on Sunday.
A serious funding gap: Organisers reported sponsorship losses of $240,000 in 2025 and a further $100,000 in 2026.
Community support matters: Local businesses and organisations have stepped up, while Pride is seeking more varied sources of funding.
A 40th anniversary built around belonging
Palm Springs Pride’s 2026 festival is set to bring colour, music and a message of inclusion to downtown Palm Springs. Its theme, “Be Included”, speaks to the event’s anniversary and to the importance of creating spaces where LGBTQ+ people feel welcome.
The four-day gathering runs from 5 to 8 November, with the main festival and activities free to attend. Some satellite events elsewhere over the weekend will require tickets, so it’s worth checking the details before making plans. The festival’s programme is spread across three downtown stages. (According to the official Palm Springs Pride event announcement and Visit Greater Palm Springs.) [3][6]
What’s on the festival programme?
Recording artist and television personality Aubrey O’Day and country group The Cowgays are among the headline performers announced for the festival. The parade is scheduled to set off at 10am on Sunday 8 November, giving visitors a clear focal point for the weekend’s festivities. [3][6]
There’s more to the event than its main stage. Palm Springs Pride has highlighted spaces for children and families, young adults, older visitors and people in recovery, reflecting an effort to make the festival feel inviting to different generations and communities. [6][7]
Funding is tight, but local backing is growing
The anniversary celebration comes at a difficult moment financially. Executive director Jasmine Sullivan-Waits told the Coachella Valley Independent that the organisation was short by $240,000 in 2025 and faced a further $100,000 gap in 2026, making it harder to deliver the scale of programme visitors have come to expect. [4]
Local support has helped ease the pressure. KESQ reported that community groups and businesses increased their backing, while the Coachella Valley Independent highlighted extra support from P.S. Resorts and a fundraiser involving businesses on Arenas Road. Those contributions matter beyond one weekend: Pride brings visitors to Palm Springs and helps reinforce the city’s reputation as a welcoming destination. [4]
A new director with deep local experience
Sullivan-Waits became executive director on 1 September 2025 after two decades working as Palm Springs’ special events coordinator. That experience gives her a practical understanding of what it takes to run large public events, while her transition into Pride leadership has also involved learning from the organisation’s established team. [5][7]
The funding challenge isn’t unique to Palm Springs. Organisers are looking to diversify revenue rather than rely so heavily on corporate sponsorship, while continuing year-round community work alongside the annual festival. For visitors, the free main programme remains a useful reminder that a major city celebration needn’t come with a costly entry ticket. [4][7]
Planning a visit? Check the details before you go
If you’re heading to Palm Springs, check the festival and tourism listings for programme updates, venue information and any ticketed satellite events. The parade is scheduled for Sunday morning, so arriving early may make it easier to find a viewing spot and get around downtown. [3][6]
It’s also worth keeping the festival’s different community areas in mind if you’re visiting with family or friends who’d prefer a quieter or more tailored experience. The organisers’ aim is to make Pride feel open to a wide range of people, not just those drawn to the busiest stages. [6][7]
Palm Springs Pride’s 40th anniversary is a celebration, but also a test of how community support can help keep a welcoming tradition going. For visitors, the free festival offers a lively way to be part of it. [4][6]
Check the official programme before you travel, and make time for the celebration that suits you.
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