Latest LGBTQ+ News: Pride Poppy Debate and Commonwealth Rights
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Four stories are shaping LGBTQ+ news today, from a row over the Royal British Legion’s Pride poppy to renewed calls for equality across the Commonwealth. There are also tributes to actor Patrick Stewart and a documentary following a gay Filipino couple’s fight to build a life together. Each offers a different glimpse of the history, affection and activism behind the headlines.
Essential Takeaways
The Pride poppy: The Royal British Legion says its badge recognises LGBTQ+ people who served in the Armed Forces, including those affected by historic discrimination.
A heartfelt tribute: Ian McKellen has remembered his longtime friend Patrick Stewart, who died aged 86.
Commonwealth rights: A Liberal Democrat MP is urging the UK government to press for change, as same-sex relationships remain criminalised in 29 member countries.
A couple’s journey: Documentary We Had A Plan follows Paul and Daniel from Amsterdam back to the Philippines, where their future together faces challenges.
Why the Pride poppy debate reaches beyond a badge
A small poppy can carry a great deal of history. The Royal British Legion has defended its LGBTQ+ Pride badge after Reform UK councillor Joseph Boam criticised it as political, saying it recognises LGBTQ+ Armed Forces personnel and the discrimination many faced before the ban on openly gay service members was lifted in 2000, according to PinkNews and LBC. [2], [3], [7]
That distinction matters: remembrance is about recognising people who served, including those whose experiences were not always acknowledged. The Legion’s guidance on LGBTQ+ Armed Forces support also reflects a broader effort to address the effects of past exclusion. [7]
Patrick Stewart remembered by Ian McKellen
Ian McKellen’s tribute to Patrick Stewart was a reminder that friendships built over decades can become part of the public imagination. The two actors grew close through their careers, and audiences have long enjoyed the warmth they showed one another. [4]
Stewart, best known for Star Trek and X-Men, was also recognised as an LGBTQ+ ally. McKellen remembered a friend he could depend on, admire and love, according to Queerty. [4]
Commonwealth equality remains an urgent challenge
The campaign for LGBTQ+ equality across the Commonwealth is about laws with serious consequences, not just diplomatic language. Liberal Democrat MP Ben Maguire has urged the UK government to challenge criminalisation, with consensual same-sex relationships still illegal in 29 of the 56 member countries, Attitude reported. [5]
Ahead of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting, Maguire tabled a parliamentary motion and organised a cross-party letter calling for greater diplomatic pressure. The scale of the challenge is stark, and progress will depend on sustained attention as well as headline-making statements. [5]
A documentary brings one couple’s plans into focus
In We Had A Plan, Paul and Daniel’s story moves from more than a decade of life and work in Amsterdam to a return to the Philippines. They had saved towards a shared future, but returning home brought fresh obstacles for their relationship and plans, Queerty reported. [6]
The film explores love alongside migration, money and the strain of building a life where same-sex relationships lack legal recognition. It’s a personal story, but its questions about security and belonging will feel familiar to many couples. [6]
Four stories, one bigger picture
Taken together, these headlines show how LGBTQ+ lives are shaped by history, public recognition, law and the everyday work of staying together. A badge, a tribute, a parliamentary campaign and a documentary may seem like very different stories, but each asks who gets to be seen and supported. [2], [4], [5], [6]
Keep an eye on the discussions behind the headlines: that’s often where the bigger changes begin. [3], [5]
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