Lali’s Wedding Cake Criticism Puts Anti-Trans Violence in Focus
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A lavish wedding cake became the centre of online chatter after Argentine singer Lali Espósito challenged the attention it received, comparing the fuss with the muted response to violence against trans women in Buenos Aires. Her post has shifted the conversation from wedding details to the media’s priorities, and to an attack that has prompted fresh demands for action.
Essential Takeaways
The cake: Pastry chef Damián Betular made a nine-tier cake for Lali Espósito and Pedro Rosemblat’s wedding.
The criticism: Some online comments focused on its size and the effort made to keep it hidden before the celebration.
Lali’s response: She questioned why some conventional media appeared more troubled by the cake than by violence against trans people.
The wider context: Trans women were reportedly chased and assaulted near the lakes in Palermo, with footage of the attack shared online.
A wedding cake became a much bigger story
A nine-tier wedding cake is bound to attract attention, particularly when it’s made by a high-profile pastry chef and transported under wraps. But Lali Espósito’s response to the chatter around her wedding cake with Pedro Rosemblat quickly took the discussion somewhere more serious.
According to Argentine coverage, the singer used Instagram to criticise the way some conventional media had focused on the cake’s size, while paying less attention to violence against trans people. Her point was not really about dessert. It was about what gets treated as news, and what risks being brushed aside.
Betular’s cake drew plenty of scrutiny
Damián Betular prepared the cake and delivered it to Casa Carlos, where the wedding took place, according to reports on the celebration. The cake’s scale and the arrangements to keep it out of sight until the event became talking points in their own right.
Coverage of the wedding also highlighted its Argentine-style menu and unusual keepsake, while other reports described the cake and the use of analogue cameras. It’s an appealing mix of intimate details and grand spectacle, though the logistics of hiding a towering cake were always likely to invite a few raised eyebrows.
The Palermo attack changed the conversation
Lali’s post came amid condemnation of a reported attack on trans women near the lakes in Palermo. La Nación, Página/12, TN and eltrece reported that a group of young people chased and assaulted women there, and filmed the incident; some accounts described blows with sticks.
The attack prompted outrage from LGBTQ+ groups and renewed calls to confront hate speech and seek a response from the authorities. Its timing, shortly before Argentina’s 2026 National Pride March, added to concerns about the safety of trans people and the hostility they face in public spaces.
Why her comparison struck a nerve
The contrast Lali drew was sharp: a wedding detail had fuelled days of commentary, while an attack on people going about their lives risked receiving less sustained attention. That challenge lands because media attention is finite, but its distribution still sends a message about whose experiences are considered urgent.
A cake can be debated, admired or dismissed; an assault calls for something more concrete than a passing reaction. The uncomfortable question is whether public outrage lasts long enough to support meaningful reporting, accountability and protection for those targeted.
A small detail, a larger question
There’s nothing wrong with covering a spectacular wedding cake. The question Lali raised is why stories about violence against trans people can struggle to command the same attention, even when the harm is immediate and visible.
The wedding may be remembered for its grand cake, but the conversation it sparked points to a far more serious issue: whose safety makes the headlines.
Keep the cake talk in perspective, and make room for the stories that demand action.
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