Gabby Williams Brings Oakland Roots to Valkyries and LGBTQ Advocacy
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Gabby Williams arrived at the Golden State Valkyries with a reputation for relentless defence and a deep connection to Oakland. The WNBA All-Star has also spoken plainly in support of trans inclusion, bringing a personal perspective to a debate that has reached the league. Her story links basketball, family and the welcoming community she says helped shape her.
Oakland has always felt like home
Williams’ Oakland memories start with family, food and the aroma of her aunt’s peach cobbler, once sold from a food truck. Now a WNBA champion and Finals MVP, she still says her favourite local stops are home and the city’s food trucks. It’s a refreshingly down-to-earth picture of an elite athlete’s connection to place. (The Oaklandside)
The guard, who holds US and French citizenship, signed with the Valkyries as a free agent in April. The team announced her signing on 12 April 2026, adding an experienced player whose all-court game suits its demanding style. (Golden State Valkyries)
A defence-first player fits the Valkyries’ identity
Williams’ approach was shaped in part by the Bay Area BullDawgs, her youth team. She recalls being expected to do whatever the team needed, from guarding an opponent full-court to helping with the less glamorous jobs around the gym. That practical, team-first education shows up in her defensive intensity. (The Oaklandside)
The Valkyries’ identity has leaned heavily on defence, making Williams a natural fit. Her signing also brought a high-profile player to a young franchise building its place in the league. In July, the team announced that she had been selected for the 2026 WNBA All-Star Game. (Golden State Valkyries)
Williams speaks up for trans inclusion
Williams has said she would welcome a trans athlete on her team or as an opponent. Her comments gained renewed attention amid public debate about trans athletes in women’s sport, while she has described LGBTQ advocacy as personal rather than abstract. (Sports Illustrated)
She has also spoken about growing up as a Black queer woman in Oakland, saying the city gave her a sense of welcome and safety. That connection matters: Williams isn’t simply lending her name to a cause, but explaining how community helped shape who she is. (The Oaklandside)
What her story says about sport and belonging
Williams’ support has drawn notice beyond the court, and public discussion around the Valkyries has included the pressures athletes face when they speak about trans inclusion. The wider conversation can be noisy, but her message is direct: people should be able to live openly without their identity becoming a political target. (The Oaklandside; SFGATE)
Her friendship with trans performer Sasha Colby has also been visible at team events, including the Valkyries’ Pride Night. For fans, those gestures can make a difference: representation is most powerful when it feels like part of everyday team life, not a one-off slogan. (The Oaklandside)
A new chapter for the Valkyries
Williams’ Oakland ties give her arrival with the Valkyries a personal dimension, while her experience and defensive ability offer clear value on court. The team’s first seasons are still building their own history, but players who connect performance with a sense of community can help define what that history stands for. (Golden State Valkyries; Associated Press)
And Williams’ example is a reminder that supporting teammates and speaking up for people’s right to belong can be part of the same job. For a player shaped by Oakland, that message feels especially close to home. (The Oaklandside)
It's a powerful combination: fierce defence on court and a clear welcome for others off it.
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