Best of LGBTQ DC 2026: Readers’ Choice Guide to Local Favourites
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D.C.’s LGBTQ community has named its favourite performers, bars, restaurants and local services in the Washington Blade’s 25th annual Best Of awards. Chosen through reader nominations and voting, the winners offer a lively snapshot of the people and places helping queer life flourish across the capital and nearby communities.
Essential Takeaways
A milestone year: The awards mark 25 years of recognising contributors to D.C.’s LGBTQ community.
Readers chose the winners: Tens of thousands submitted nominations across nearly 70 categories, followed by a vote to select finalists and winners.
Crush leads the nightlife buzz: It won Best LGBTQ Bar and Best LGBTQ-Owned Business, while its Throwdown Thursday was named Best Drag Show.
Community favourites span the region: Winners include D.C. institutions, Virginia venues and Rehoboth Beach performers and businesses.
Twenty-five years of celebrating D.C.’s queer community
A quarter-century is a good stretch of time for any local awards, and this one has grown into a broad celebration of the people and businesses shaping LGBTQ life in the capital. The Washington Blade says tens of thousands of readers took part this year, with nearly 70 categories covering nightlife, arts, food, community services and more.
The process gives readers a direct say: nominations determined the finalists, and a second round of voting selected the winners. That makes the results more than a directory of popular places. They’re also a portrait of what the community values right now, from a reliable neighbourhood bar to organisations supporting young people. [2], [4]
The nightlife winners bring plenty of choice
Crush, on 14th Street, had a particularly strong showing, taking Best LGBTQ Bar and Best LGBTQ-Owned Business. Its weekly Throwdown Thursday drag show also won in its category, while Grizzly Bear Happy Hour was named Best LGBTQ Party. For anyone planning a night out, that’s a lot of reasons to put one venue on the shortlist.
There’s variety beyond the dance floor, too. Violet was named Best New LGBTQ Bar, with its piano-fronted drag performances and lounge atmosphere; Number Nine won Best Happy Hour, while Trade took Best Outdoor Drinking. And for a quieter daytime meet-up, Spark Social was recognised as Best Coffee Shop, reflecting the appeal of an LGBTQ gathering place that serves coffee and tea as well as evening events. [2], [3]
Performers and arts venues earn their applause
Drag talent is woven through this year’s results. Tara Hoot won Best Drag Queen and Most Committed Activist, while King Flirty took Best Drag King and Citrine was named Best Transgender Performer. Together, the honours recognise not just stage presence but the range of voices and identities contributing to the local scene.
The awards also spotlight D.C.’s wider cultural life. The 9:30 Club won Best Live Music in the District, and Wolf Trap took the title outside D.C.; Atlas Performing Arts Center was named Best Theater. Meanwhile, Signature Theatre’s production of Merrily We Roll Along won Best Theater Production, a reminder that the region’s arts calendar can reward a trip beyond the city centre. [2], [3]
Familiar favourites meet newer community spaces
Some winners have deep roots. Annie’s Paramount Steakhouse, a Dupont Circle fixture for more than 75 years, took Best Restaurant and Best Late Night Food. Freddie’s Beach Bar in Arlington again won Best LGBTQ Bar Outside the District, while the Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington was recognised as Best LGBTQ Social Group.
Newer venues are making their mark as well. Protest Pizza + Bar, which opened in November 2025, won Best Pizza and Most LGBTQ-Friendly Workplace. Its owners describe the business as a queer-owned neighbourhood space shaped by LGBTQ history on 17th Street. That blend of community identity and everyday usefulness is part of what makes a local favourite feel like more than just a place to eat. [2], [6]
A useful guide for exploring the region
The winners stretch well beyond central D.C. Rehoboth Beach has its own set of honourees, including drag performer Roxy Overbrooke, Blue Moon for Best Restaurant and Diego’s for Best Business. In Virginia, Wolf Trap’s outdoor setting and Freddie’s lively calendar offer very different ways to spend an evening.
If you’re using the list to plan a visit, start with the kind of outing you want rather than trying to tick off every winner. Check opening hours, event schedules and booking requirements before you go; popular brunches and performances can fill up quickly. And if you’re looking for a way to support the community beyond a night out, the awards also recognise organisations such as SMYAL and Whitman-Walker Health. [2], [3]
A good local guide doesn’t just tell you where to go; it shows you who’s helping make the place feel like home.
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