Best Washington DC Weekend Events: Oktoberfest and Fall Fun
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Festival season is in full swing across Washington, DC, and the surrounding area, with Oktoberfest, street fairs, live music and family-friendly autumn outings on the calendar. From dachshund races at the Wharf to community celebrations in Vienna and Takoma Park, there’s plenty to make a crisp October weekend feel special.
Essential takeaways
Dachshunds take centre stage: The Wharf’s Wiener 500 features racing dogs, a beer garden and activities for the whole family.
Oktoberfest goes local: Vienna’s free street festival brings music, food, local makers and family activities to the Town Green.
Music fills the weekend: Home Rule Music Festival offers a free day of go-go, jazz and other sounds in NoMa.
Pride continues in October: Annapolis marks LGBTQ+ History Month with a parade, live entertainment and a festival.
Street-festival season is thriving: Takoma Park’s annual event includes artists, community groups, food and live bands.
Oktoberfest, with a dachshund-sized twist
The most charming race in town may also be the hardest to watch without smiling. At the Wharf’s Wiener 500, dachshunds take to a 70-foot track in heats of six, while spectators peer down from the sidelines or follow the action on large screens. The event is free, and the wider Oktoberfest celebration adds a beer garden, contests and adoptable dogs. (The Washington Post)
Vienna’s Oktoberfest offers a different kind of spectacle, with three stages, German music, local brews, food vendors and a market of local makers. Families can find bouncy houses, crafts and children’s entertainment, making it an easy option for a full afternoon out. The Town of Vienna lists the festival as a community event on its official calendar. (Town of Vienna)
Street festivals bring neighbourhoods together
For a broad mix of art, food and live music, Takoma Park’s street festival transforms Carroll Avenue into a bustling pedestrian route. The programme includes booths from artists, businesses and community organisations, alongside multiple stages and food trucks. Main Street Takoma’s event calendar confirms the festival is part of the weekend’s local line-up. (Main Street Takoma)
Meanwhile, Alexandria’s Del Rey Art on the Avenue offers a chance to browse handmade pottery, paintings, jewellery and other work from hundreds of artists. In NoMa, the free Home Rule Music Festival brings local and visiting performers to Alethia Tanner Park, with food vendors, a record fair and activities for children. The festival’s organisers describe it as a celebration of D.C. music and community. (Home Rule Music Festival; The Washington Post)
Fall flavours, family activities and a little Halloween spirit
If your ideal autumn outing involves pumpkins, farm animals and a haywagon, the Montgomery County Harvest Festival is an appealing pick. The programme mixes historic farm demonstrations with hands-on seasonal activities, though some attractions may cost extra. Rosslyn Fall Fest, by contrast, pairs live music and food trucks with pumpkin decorating, lawn games and seasonal drinks. (The Washington Post)
Families can also swap last year’s Halloween costumes at a community exchange in Petworth, then stay for outdoor screenings of It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown and Hotel Transylvania. It’s a practical way to give a costume another outing, and potentially find something fresh without buying new. The event also invites donations of cold-weather clothing. (The Washington Post)
Pride and Hispanic Heritage Month take the stage
Annapolis Pride brings a parade and festival to the October calendar, with entertainment, vendors, food trucks and a family area. The organisers’ event listing confirms the celebration, which gives the city’s LGBTQ+ community a gathering point during LGBTQ+ History Month. (Annapolis Pride)
Fiesta Fairfax and Arlington County’s Festival Latinoamericano add music, dance, food and community activities to the weekend’s Hispanic Heritage Month celebrations. At Union Market, La Mesa brings together live performances and special food offerings from guest chefs. These events offer more than a day out: they make space for local communities to share culture, creativity and good food. (The Washington Post)
How to plan a smooth weekend
With so many events packed into a few days, it’s worth checking official listings before setting off, especially for timings, ticket prices and any changes to the programme. For popular outdoor events, arriving early can help with parking, seating and the all-important view of a low-to-the-ground dachshund race. (Town of Vienna; The Wharf)
Think about what suits your group, too. A street festival is ideal for dipping in and out, while a ticketed race or concert usually rewards a little advance planning. Comfortable shoes and a light layer are sensible bets for an October day spent wandering between food stalls, music stages and market booths. (Main Street Takoma; The Washington Post)
October’s best plans may be the ones that leave room for an unexpected stop, whether that’s a band you haven’t heard before or a pumpkin treat you didn’t know you needed.
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