Taiwan Same-Sex Marriage: The Conversation That Changed One Father's Mind
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A story shared around Taiwan's Pride parade has put the power of a personal conversation back in focus. National Security Council adviser Lin Chih-chieh recalled how her father, initially opposed to same-sex marriage, reconsidered after hearing what unequal legal treatment could mean for a couple in an emergency. It's a reminder that Taiwan's marriage equality story is about everyday security as well as rights.
One question made the legal gap real
Lin Chih-chieh's father was a traditional Christian who struggled to support same-sex marriage, she recalled in a Facebook post shared during Taiwan's annual Pride events. Their political and social views often clashed, and discussions about equality could end in frustration.
Then Lin asked him to picture a couple who had shared their lives for 20 years and bought a home or car together. If one partner were badly injured, she asked, should the other be unable to sign an emergency treatment consent form simply because the law did not let them marry?
A quiet pause, then a change of heart
Her father initially wondered why the couple had not simply registered their marriage. Lin explained that same-sex couples could not do so under the law at the time. According to her account, he fell silent before accepting that equal legal protection for different people was reasonable.
That small exchange didn't erase their disagreements. But it shifted the debate from an abstract question about marriage to the practical realities of illness, property and losing a partner. Sometimes the clearest argument is simply asking someone to imagine the consequences for a person they love.
Taiwan's path to marriage equality
The conversation took place against a major legal turning point. In May 2017, Taiwan's Constitutional Court ruled that excluding same-sex couples from marriage violated constitutional protections and gave the legislature two years to make changes.
Taiwan's legislature subsequently passed a law recognising same-sex marriage in 2019. The change gave couples legal protections and responsibilities, including rights connected to inheritance and medical decision-making. The court ruling and the legislation are distinct milestones, but together they transformed the legal landscape for same-sex couples.
Why everyday protections matter
Marriage equality is often discussed through symbols and public debate. Yet its practical value can be most visible in a hospital corridor, when a partner needs to be recognised as family, or when a couple must make decisions about shared assets.
For anyone comparing legal protections across countries, it's worth checking the precise rules on marriage, inheritance, medical consent and parental rights. These details vary, and a headline announcement doesn't always answer every practical question. Taiwan's official legal resources set out the framework, while government information also records the policy's wider development.
Pride is about rights, and the people behind them
Lin's post appeared alongside Taiwan's Pride celebrations, where people gather to call for equality and recognise those who have campaigned for it. The event's organisers present Pride as a space for visibility and community, while Taiwan's government has described marriage equality as part of a broader commitment to equal treatment.
Her closing thought was gentle but pointed: don't give up on conversation, and try to understand the position of people facing disadvantage. It won't resolve every disagreement, but one honest exchange can make a law's human consequences much harder to ignore.
Equal rights are built through legal change, and strengthened when people make room to hear one another.
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